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Rental Subsidies. That is why the Common-
wealth Government has agreed to pay £500,000
in the first post-war year towards renmtals. It
is ealculated that to cover all costs the income
on rents for the £30,000,000 worth of homes
should be 7% per cent. or about £2,300,000.
But the low income carners for whom the
houses are Leing built will not be able to af-
ford more than about £1,500,000.

1f Burt's figures on 1 per cent interest aro
correct, what will a man bave to pay
on 7% per cent. fotal cost? The
Commonwealth Housing Commission says
that the basic wage-earner should not
pay more than from one-fifth to one-
sixth of his weekly earnings in rent. The
loss will be £800,000. The Commonwealth
has offered to pay in £500,000 to-
wards this if the States pay the odd
£300,000 a year. So we find that the whole
subject bristles with tremendous diffienl-
ties, and I sympathise with anybody whe
has to work it out. I would snggest that a
complete discussion on the housing problem
would not be amiss at this stage in the
session. I think we would be doing jus
tice to the people of Western Australia if
we decided vwpon some definite standard,
not of housing, but of homes, and I make
a distinetion between a home and a house.
I make it quite clear that to me a home is
a portion of the community, and that a
house is just a structure.

I would like to know whether the Gov-
ernment has given thought to the question
of community living. There must be indi-
viduals who are prepared to live in com-
munities, and there are many communities
that today are well built and well designed,
providing features that eannot be given in
single houses. Some of the hlocks that
have been huilt in Sweden and other coun-
tries furnish a means of living that can-
not be achieved in single houses—without
.tremendous expense—a means of living
that some Australians might like to adopt.
I realise that an Englishman’s home is his
castle, but even ihe Englishman is learn-
ing to change his mode of living. I think
there are various avennes that we could
explore, in the housing problem, with great
benefit to all concerned. Finally, T repeat
that I do not believe that the health of
the people can be controlled hy the giving
of free bottles of medicine; it starts at the
other end. We propose, as a Common-
wealth measure, to spend ahout £4,000,000
per vear in making medicines available to
people, and the medical profession has
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spent the last 20 years in trying to edu-
cate people to understand that they do not
get health out of bottles of medicines, We
now propose to perpetuate the idea of ihe
medicine bottle. Were we to get our share
—£100,000 per annum—that the Common-
wealth Government is prepared to give
under the free medicine scheme, and de-
vote it to additions to homes for men who
have rendered service, and for those with
large fawilies, we would be starting at the
right end of the problem that faces us in
relation to the health of the community.
I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. G. B. Wood, Jdebate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.

Tegislative Assenthly.

Wednesday, 19th September, 1945,
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The SPEAKER fook the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT,.
As to Employees, Government Assistance,
Ete.
Mr, WATTS asked
Works:
1, How many persons are employed 1o
each of the following:—
(a) Plax processing industry at Boyup
Brook;
{(b) Broome Meat Works;
(¢) Bunbury Woollen Mills;

the Minister for
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{d) Art woodwork manufacture in Bun-
bury;
(e} Boat building at Busselton;

(f) Implement handles mannfacture at
Bunbury;

(g) Fruit dehydration at Bridgetown;

(h) Potash production at Chandler;

(i) Fish processing at Carnarvon;

{J)} Fruit and vegetable (ehydration at
Donnybrook;

(k) 8alt production at Fsperance anu
Widgiemooltha;

{1} Crayfish canning and tomato proces-
sing at Geraldton;

(m)} Ralmon canning and
Hopetoun;

(n) Renovation of steel pipes, ete., at
Iellerberring

(o) Fish processing in a small way at
Mandurah; :

(p) Fruit dehydration at Mt. Barker;

{q)} Implement handles and slipper manu-
factare at Northam;

(r) Production of pyrites at Norseman;

{s) Processing of hops st Pemberton;

(t) Agricultural machinery at Tammin;

{(u) At Wundowie?

2, What was lhe veiue of the output in
cach case for the year ended the 30th June,
1945, or for any other yearly period for
which information is available?

3, To which of the above industries was
finaneial assistance given by the State Gov-
ernment during the war peried?

4, What was the amount of such finaneial
assistance in each case?

5, If financial assistanee was not given in

any case, what other form of assistance was
given?

smoking al

6, Tn how many cases, and what cases, was
the proposal that the industry be started
initiated by the Government?

7, How many proposals made to the Gov-
ernment for the establishment of other in-
Qustries were initiated from non-Govern-
mental sources and Government assistance
not provided?

The MINISTER replied:—

1, The Acting Government Statistician
has advised that he is prevented under Sec-
tions 17, 18 and 19 of the Statisties Aet,
1907, from making available the informa-
tion asked for in this question. As a result
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of inquiries made in other directions, the
following approximate figures have been ol-
tained :—(a) 263, (b) 78, (e} 28, (d) 15,
(¢} 16, (£} 4, (g) 85, (h) 121, (i) 7, (j)
85, (k) 27, (1) 16, (m) 6, (n) 23, (o) 4,
(p) 48, (q) 42, (r) 45, (s) 25, (t) 6, (u)
42; total, 986.

2, The same position applies in connec-
tion with this question as with question No.
1. The following approximate figures
have been obtained from various other
sources :—Value of output per annum (ap-
proximately)—(a) £213103, (b) £70,000,
(c) £23,000, (d) £5,000, (e) £25,000, ()
£2,500, (g) £90,000, (h) £23,000 (i) not
yet in production, (j) £87,000, (k) £6,000,
(1) £16,000, (m) £3,500, (n) £23,000, (o)
not in production, (p) £50,000, (q) £17,500,
(r) £65,000, (s) £2,400 (seasonal), (t)
£3,500, (u) not yet in production; total
£725,503.

3 and 4, Financia) assistance to the extent
of approximately £45,000 was granted to
the following undertakings :-—Broome -Meat
Works; South-West Woollen & Textile
Mills, Bunbury; Busselton Shiphunilding,
Engineering & Constructional Company;
salt—Synnot Bros., Esperance, and 0'Cal-
laghan, Widgiemooltha; erayfisk eanning—
Geraldton Canneries, Ltd.; tomato proces-
sing—~G@eraldton Tomato Produets; imple-
ment handles—Oliver & Soms, Northam;
production’ of pyrites—Norseman  Gold
Mines. It is not considered that figurea
should be given eovering each individnal un-
dertaking. In additien, the Government it-
self has expended £375,000 on the potash
industry at Chandler and the wood distilla-
tion and chareoal iron project at Wundowie,
which makes a total of approximately
£420,000 in all.

5, Technical advice, markets investigation,
assistance regarding manpower and mater-
ials, sponsorship for permits for eapital is-
sues and building permits, assistance in
rezard to transport and other matters.

6, In all cases the industries were either
directly or indirectly imitiated by the Gov-
ernment.

7, No accurate information ean be given
as scveral proposals put forward to the De-
partment of Industrial Development have
not proeeeded beyvond the stage of verbal
discussions, but if information is regquired
covering any partienlar set of proposals it
will be made available.



SLEEPERS.
Ads to Sawmill Permils Granted.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Forests:

1, Have any permits been issned under
the recently announced special sleeper saw-
milling plan that has been prepared to
cover the operations of 25 sleeper mills?

2, If any, how many?

3, To whom ias each such permit been
issued and what is the locality of each?

4, Have any permits heen issued to un-
naturalised aliens? ‘

5, If so, to whom have they been issued?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for Forests) replied:

1, The working plan, in addition to pro-
viding for future operations, covers the
operations of mills on existing permits. No
new permits have been issued sinee the
plan was approved on 14/3/1945.

2, and 3, Answered by No. 1.

4, No.

5, Answered by No. 4.

METROPOLITAN PRIMARY SCHOOLS.
As to Reversion to Pre-War Hours.

Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Education: :

1, How many primary schools in the
metropolitan area that had their starting
times altered, when staggering of hours
was introduced, still remain on the altered
hours?

2, What are the names of such sechools?

3, Is he aware that in the Bayswater
distriet many parvents desire thai the Bays-
water school revert to the pre-war school
hours?

4, Will he have this matter thoroughly
investigated to sce if the wishes of the par-
ents eoncerned e¢an be met?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Eleven.

2, Perth Boys’, Perth Central Girls",
Perth Junior Technical, Rosalie, Bayswater,
Cottesloe, Cottesloe Infants’, Mosman
Park, Applecross, North Fremantle, Morley
Park.

3, Yes.

4, The matter is being inquired into.
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.

As to Positions Held.
Mr. SEWARD sasked the Premter:

1, In addition to Under Treasurer, what
other positions does Mr. A. J. Reid hold?

2, In addition to Under Secretary for
Apriculture, what other positions does Mr.
Baron Hay hold?

The PREMIER replied:

1 and 2, There are no other classified
positions held by either officer, but there
are many activities in which the Treasury
on the one hand and the Depariment of
Agriculture and North-West on the other
are implicated, and to which these officers
give attention involving in some instances
serving on various boards. Where statu-
tory requiremenis are involved, in many
eases these officers at times delegate their
authority.

HAY CROP.
As to Culting and Cartage.

Myr. SEWARD gasked the Minister for
Agriculture:

1, Is he aware that prospects for good hay
erops in districts where such crops are
usnally obtained are not favourable this
year?

2, Have any arrangements been made to
secure the catting of a larger area for hay
in other districts where good erops do exist?

3, Have any arrangements been made, or
are they being made, to seceure an adequate
supply of labour for handling hay crops
this year?

4, As lack of carling facilities was a
deterrent to the cutling of hay ecrops last
year, and in view of the numerous Military
trueks that have been engaged carting wheat
to Fremantle during the past few months
will he endeavour to have sueh trucks made
available for hay earting where they are
needed this season?

5, If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes. Owing to abnormal rains in the
usual commercial hay growing disiriets, hay
yields below average are expected.

2, No.

3, Yea. Arrangements are being made by
the Manpower Directorate through the Dis-
tricc War Agrienltural Committees to em-
ploy extra prisoners of war for this work.
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4, T was not aware that lack of carting
facilities was a deterrent to the cutting of
hay crops last year when about double the
usual quantity of commercial hay was cut.
The major difficulty appeared to be a short-
age of manpower.

5, Answered by 4.

HOUSING OF GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES.

As to Replucing Sub-standard Duwellings.

Mr. TELFER asked the Premier:

1, Is he aware that there are many very
sub-standard houses, built 30 to 50 years ago,
housihg Government employees especially
in the Water Supply pumping stations and
Railway Department?

2, Will favourable consideration be given
to having these dwellings replaced immedi-
ately it is physically possible to do so?

The PREMIER replied:
1, No.
2, The matter will be fully investigated.

SPLIT PEAS.
As to Local Production and Processing,

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

1, What was the approximate average
annual importation inte Western Australia
of split peas prior to the outbreak of the
1939 war?

2, Is he aware that during the last two or
three years split peas have been practically
unobtainable in Western Australia?

3, Is he aware that split peas have been
suceessfully produced and processed by Mr.
H. Sharman, a farmer at Booralaming, near
Dowerin?

4, Is he aware that Mr. Sharman has used
only machinery improvised by himself in the
production and processing of these split
peas?

5, Has he seen a sample of the split peas
produced and processed by Mr. Sharman?

6, Is he aware that Mr. Sharman antiei-
pates harvesting 500 to 600 bags of split peas
this season?

7, Will he make inquiries as to the availa-
bility of suitable machinery necessary for
the efficient processing of split peas, with
a view to encouraging the expansion of this
industry?
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8, Will he give favourable consideration to
the provision of finanecial assistance towards
the acquisition of such suitable and necessary
machinery ¢

9, If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

1, 5,559 centals. Value £5,967.
.2, Yes, for civilian use.

3, Yes.

Yes.

8, Yes,

6, Yes.

7, Yes.

8, If a request is made to the Department
of Agrieulture consideration would be given
to a request for financial assistance towards
the acquisition of such machinery.

9, Answered by 8.

Myr. LESLIE: TFollowing the Minister’s
reply, I would like to mention for the benefit
of members that I have a sample of the split
peas here if they wish to see them.

L

BASIC WAGE. ]
Az to Raising Standard for Computation.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Labour:

1, Is he aware that the existing regimen
on which the basic wage is eomputed does
not accurately meussure the trend of price
fluetnation ¥ ‘

2, That insufficient items are included in
the regimen?

3, That many if not most of the items
not ineluded in the regimen relate to food
vitally necessary for the preservation of
health?

4, That noun-inclusion of these vital foods
in the regimen reacts detrimentally to the
workers ?

L

5, Will he through the Government of
which he is a member, make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government re-
commending the appointment of a Royal
Commission to lay down standards of liv-
ing through which Courts of Arbitration
may determine the worker’s hasic wage?

6, Would he also through the Govern-
ment make representations to the Common-
wealth Government to convene another sta-
tisticians’ conference to consider new
methods of recovering information in re-
spect to commodity prices wpon which quar-
terly adjustments of the basic wage are
determined ¢
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The MINISTER replied:

1 to 6, A close examination is being
made of the whole question of arbitration
from a State and Commonwealth point of
view.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2),

Introduced by Mr, McDonald and read a
first time.

BILL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

MOTION—YAMFI SOUND IRON-ORE,

As to Koolan Leases Control and Local
Smelting.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [$41]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should take necessary aection
to—

(1) Acquire for the benefit of the State,
the seven iron-ore¢ mineral leases on
Koplan Island, now held by Bras-
serts, Limited; and

(2) After obtaining control of the leages
make certain that the irom-ore is
smelted in  Western Australia,
either by the State or by private
enterprise.

The economically important iron-ores of
Western Australia consist of three different
types, the most important of which is
haematite, which is .- associated with, pre-
cambrian greenstones. Then we have limi-
nite, brown iron-ore, the lodes being nsu-
ally associated with the weathered portions
of large sulphide lodes, We have also
laterite, which is mainly a mixture of limi-
nite and bmuxite. I said that haematite was
the most important, and it is so in almost
every counfry where iron-ore is found in
commercial quantities, As a matter of fact,
of the commercial deposits of iron-ore, two-
thirds consist of haematite. The main dif-
ference beiween haematite and laterite is
that the latter seems to have been formed or
the sulphide rocks by some process of oxi-
disation, and it is not often that there is
more than a crust of 6fl. or 7ft. deep.

In this State the largest liminite deposit
—-and it is liminite and laterite—is in the
Darling Range, and T am not aware that
anybody knows its extent. It has been com-
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puted by good judges that the deposit might
cover an area of 700 sq. miles; bul a good
deal of the liminite and the laterite in the
Darling Range comprises a fair amount of
bauxite, and ranges in guality from 30 fo
50 per cent. of metallic iron. Bauxite is a
term: covering various combinations of alu-
mininm, and that has a range of aluminium
of from 30 to 50 per cent. also. Members
who have been in the hills have seen the
rusty-coloured laterite and have noticed that
some parts are yellower than others. The
reddish stuff contains a higher percentage
of irop-ore, the yellow material being
mainly aluminium. Irom-ore deposits in
Western Australia are plentiful. We have
namerous deposits that will eventually be-
come commercial propositions. I said that
haematite was the most important, becanss
it nsually exists in lodes that go to a great
depth, whereas that ean rarely be said of
liminite.

While we have plenty of iron-ore in
Western Australia, it eannot be said that
there are plenty of commercial iron-ore pro-
positions here, or even in the world. There
are certainly very few in the British Em-
pire—fewer, indeed, than most people think,
Tn faect, for years past Great Britain has
ceased mining ore, not because she has no
deposits—because she has. The best of the
iron-ore deposits in Great Britain is that at
Cleveland near Middleborough, Yorkshire,
England. But mining has ceased because
it does not pay to mine the ore, in the first
place because the metallic content is less
than 30 per eent. Further, it lies parallel
with the surface of the ground, but under
the ground, and exists only in lodes of from
18in. to 3ft. So Great Britain, for years
past, has had to look oversea for iron-ore.

T propose to make a few comparisons in
order to show the value of our iron-ore
deposits, and particnlarly these at Yampi.
For some time before the war Great Britain
obtained iron-ore from Naeverhaugin in Ner-
way, and the richest samples ever faken
from the Norwegian supplies averaged 53
per cent. metallic iron. It was an expensive
husiness to get that ore from Norway, be.
cause it had to be taken through some diffi-
cult country and then put on rail, taken to
the sea-board and trans-shipped to an Eng-
lish port, whence it was again put on rail
and carried to the smelters. That is really
important beeause it involved expensive
transport. When the war occurred, it wns
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no longer possible to get supplies from Nor-
way, so they were obtained from the next
pearest source of supply—namely, Spain—

where it was taken from the banks of a-

river, railed to the port of Bilboa, trans-
shipped to Great Britain, and then railed to
‘the smelters.

Last year, Britain used 12,000,000 tons
of iron-ore imported from Spain, and those
supplies contained less than 50 per cent. of
metallic iron-ore. That is a fact which is
important to Great Britain and the British
Empire. The best supply of iron-ore in
the British Empire, outside Australia, is the
deposit on the banks of Lake Superior in
Canada; but so far as I know, Great Britain
has never imported any iron-ore from Can-
ada, because the Canadian deposits have al-
ways been worked by American companies
who have had the sole rights; and, in add-
tion, the cost of transport to Great Britain
has been very great because the ore had to be
placed in boats and taken over Lake Supe-
rior through the Sault Sainte Marie
Canal, and then railed to the sea-board,
shipped over a distance of from 2,000 to
3,000 miles, and then put on rail again in
Great Britain,

The United States has not much iron-ore
and the main source of that eountry’s
supply is olbtained from Lake Superior.
That haematite iron-ore contains from 50
to 55 per cent. pure iron. Last year the
United States imported a record quantity
of 100,000,000 tons of that ore from Can-
ada. I point that out to the Hounse because
it is important. Australia is likely to be-
come a competitor against oversea steel
sellers beocanse of the faect that we are
more favourably situated for the cheap
production of iron-ore than is any other
country in the world. As T have already
mentioned, America obtains her iron-ore
from the Lake Superior district, and al-
though she has the most up-fo-date mecha-
nieal handling machinery it is possible Lo
procure, it takes five hours to load a ship
with 10,000 tons of ore and to discharge
a ship of that quantity takes 41% hours. Of
course, they have to place the iron in the
ship. First of all they have to cart it over
a distance of a few miles to the ship, trans-
port the ore aver Lake Supertor, and for
two miles through the Sanlt Sainte Marie
Canal, load it on rail and then haul it to
Minneapolis, Pittshurg or some other place.
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That iron has to be hauled for thousands
of miles by rail. It is because of that that
we have seen in the Press, during the last
year or iwo, statements that the Broken
Hill Pty. Coy., of Australia could sell steel
delivered from Australia te America at a
price cheaper than the steel could be manu-
factured in the U.8.A. That is because the
cost of handling the iron-ore from Canada
to the United States of America is so
great, and I do not know how the Ameri-
cans ean obviate that diffieulty. Certainly
that factor will place Australia in an en-
viable position with regard to supplying
the requirements of Great Britain and the
United States of America, both of which
countries have to import their iron-ore sup-
plies. I bave mentioned the chief Euro-
pean suppliers of ore. It is remarkable to
think that our chief enemy in the past
war, Germany, did not possess a decent
iron-ore deposit. Most of that ecountry’s
supplies were obtained from Luxzembourg
and Loirraine where the Minette deposit of
iron-ore contained only about 36 per cent.
of pure iron. That percentage of metallic
iron is most important when we are consid-
ering this sobject.

One of the largest and richest deposits
in Russia is at Magnitogorst, a place
where 20 years ago there were no people at
all but which has now a population of
nearly 1,000,000 souls. It boasts of some
of the world’s biggest smelting works and
steel-rolling mills. Russia is fortunate be-
cause it possesses great deposits of almost
pure magnetic iron-ore, the assays of which
show a return of just over 60 per cent. of
pure metallie iron. In China there is also
a vast deposit and the Japanese thought to
secure supplies there. At Hangyang there
is ane of the largest deposits in the world
and the ore when assayed has been shown
to contain 50 per cent. of pure metallie
iron. However, that deposit is far inland
and involves a long haulage overland. In
the eircumstances little has been done
there. The Japanese had to procure their
iron-ore from Manehuria where they con-
structed smelting works and rolling mills
at a eentre about 50 miles from Mukden.

In the Eastern States of Australia at
Iron Monarch and Iron Knob we have vast
rich deposits that eontain G0 per cent. of
metallic iron. Thus when we analyse the
position regarding the . chief commercial
deposits in the world we see that there are
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not very many of them. Today there are
more deposits in Australia than in any
other country throughout the world. It is
strange but true that while iron represents
about 20 per cent. of the whole of the
minerals available in the world, that mine-
ral does not exist in many counntries of so
pure a quality as to make it commercially
payable to smelt the ore. As eompared
with the fizures I have quoted regarding
the percentage of metallic iron in the ore
available in other countries, I will now
deal with one of the richest deposits that
we have in Australia—the deposit on Koo-
lan Island, to which the motion applies.

Many analyses of the iron-ore have been
made and I shall deal with one average
analysis announced. It is based on a con-
servative estimate, because I have been in-
formed that more recent investigations
have demonstrated that the deeper the iron-
ore the richer it becomes compared with
the samples taken near the surface. How-
ever, those samples show that Australian
iron-ore, partienlarly that obtained from
the islands in Yampi Sound, possesses quali-
ties that iron-ore in other parts of the
world has not got. In the first place our
org is richer. I may mention that the
Koolan Island samples that were assayed
were taken over a wide area and included
some comparatively poor specimens. Over
all, they were extremely rich and no ore
obtained elsewhere in the world can com-
pare favourably with them. The assays
were carried out at the Government Che-
mical Laboratory and they showed the fol-
lowing results:—

Fe—that is pure iron—G66.07 per cent.

§,0,—that represents eilica—3.24 per cent.

P—that represents phosphorous—.026 per
cent.

Members will rvealise that the phosphorie
content is of importance beeause usually
in liminite iron-ore there is a much greater
percentage of phosphorous and that has a
deleterious effect if the open hearth method
of smelting is adopted. Here again is an
important feature from the standpoint of
smelters and makes the iron-ore more valu-
alle. The iron-ore was found to comtain
032 of sulphur, which is another good
point about it. Then again the analyses
showed an H,0—hydrogen and oxvgen, or
water—econtent of .07 per cent. While T
could give members details of the whole
of the analyses respecting each of the other
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deposits I bave mentioned, I can assure
them that there is not one that ean com-
pare favourably with the results obtained
from the rich deposits at Koolan and Cocka-
too Islands.

On Cockatoo Esland, now being worked by .
a subsidiary of the B.H.I”,, the ore is equally
as rich as at Yampi. It is a hig deposit,
but the deposit on Koolan Island is the
largest in Australia, and the richest in the
world. Our iron-ore deposits, particularly
the richest of them, become more valuable
owing to the searvcity of this essential ore
in the British Empire. That makes the
Yampi iron-ore deposits extremely valuable.
In addition to being richer than the iron-
ore found anywhere else, the Yampi ore con-
tains the key for its commereial suceess
owing to its availability and the possibility
of cheap handling and transport. Sea trans-
port is always econsiderably cheaper than
Iand transport. As an illustration of that I
understand the B.H.P. intends to take iron-
ore from Cockatoo Island rather than from
Iron Monarch and Iron Knob, because at
Cockatoo Island it ean be put direct inte
the boats. With labour-saving machinery
I think it will be able to be put into the boats
for 4s. or 5s. per ton and it will then be
sent round the North, by the sea route, and
smelted in the Eastern States.

No nation that has not abundant supplies
of iron has maintained its position as a first-
class power. The key to success at Yampi
is the availability of the ore and the pos-
sthility of eheap sea transport. Nowhere
clse in the world does this easy aecessibility
and the possibility of cheap handling and
sea transport obtain, because elsewhere land
transport has to be combined with sea trans-
port, or else there is a long line of land trans-
port. No competing eompany would have
any chance of equalling the cost of obtaining
ore at Yampi, where the ore is so rich in
metal eontent, and where it could be trans-
ported so cheaply by sea. It is easy to un-
derstand why Japan coveted Koolan Island,
and later on I will show that the Japanese
made an attempt to get that ore, and that
they did some work and paid out some money
in order to get this metal that is so import-
ant to them. When the Koolan Island ore
is exported I think it should be done in a
big way, beeause starting on a small seale
would lead to failure. Only by using the
most modern machinery, to save as much
labour as possible, and by the adoption of
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continuous proeesses, can it be donme sue-
cessfully. The member for Boulder smiles,
but it is only up-to-date machinery that has
made the mines on the Golden Mile possible.

Mr. Watts: That is not fair to the member
for Boulder. He is not here.

Mr. CROSS: We require the most up-to-
date machinery, in order to keep the cost of
production down end to compete successfully
on ¢versea markets, notwithstanding the
wonderful advantages of Yampi Sound.
When the late Mr. Montgomery framed his
report, he made some comments about
Yampi. I will read only one brief extraet
from the report he completed some years ago.
Mr. Montgomery was telking about the pos-
sibility of dealing with Yampi iron-ore, and
his proposal at that stage was that it should
be exported. He said—

When wharf facilities have been provided
aeccess to the mine will be particularly easy,
ag the largest vessel efloat can enter and leave
Yampi Beund at any time of the tide. The
Sound is a partiecularly fine well-sheltered,
deep-water harbour, which will rank amongst
the best in the world when the time comes
for it to be made use of.

I think this ore should be treated in Western
Australia, and that if the Government eannot
do it, somebody else could. There might be
coal in plenty in the Kimberleys. I do not
know what inguiries have been made in that
regard. It has heen said that we have no
smelting coal but in the last 12 months it has
been demonstrated that Collie eoal can be
gasified, and iron-ore can be reduced by gas.
Who knows but that the time might eome
when we shall be able to harness the fides
whieh rush through Yampi Sound, and smelt
the iron-ore on the mainland with eleetrie
power? Inquiries may disclose later that
there is plenty of coal on the North, in the
vicinity of Derby. If that were so, the ore
conld be smeited there.

If iron-ore is smelted in Western Aus-
tralia and if we have stee! rolling mills here,
there will be other requirements. We will
want manganese, and we have it. We will
require limestone, and that is found all the
way up the coast for 500 miles, to my know-
ledge. We will require magnesite, and the
only magnesite that the B.H.P. gels now is
from Western Ausfralia. We have mag-
nesite and dolomite and fluorspar. We have
every mineral that goes to make up each one
of at least 60 different varieties of steel. T{
the ore was smelied in Western Ausiralia,
a chain of subsidiary industries wounld spring

‘serap-iron  from Anustralia,
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up. The establishment of heavy industry
would bring better times and prosperity to
the State. It would bring more population
also. I believe that heavy industry is the
foundation on which the economy of our
State could be buiit. When we had to supply
the various materials such as limestone, mag-
nesite and manganese, there would be 2 crop
of new trades that would provide work
for hundreds of people, and in view
of that I think we should retain the
Yampi iron-ore and smelt it in this State, It
should be smelied in fthis State either by
the Government or by privaie enterprise.
I do not know whether any attempt has
been made to induce any of the smelting
compahnies in Great Britain to smelt pig-
iron here and take it to Englend to be
manufactured. Post-war Great Britain will
still import millions of tons of either iron-
ore or pig-iron each year, as the deposits
in Great Britain are not payable to work.
Yampi is a birthday gift for us and we
should never give it away.

Mr. Watts; We will not.

Mr, CROSS: In the past, nobody wor-
ried much about Yampi, until & few years
ago, when the Japanese heard of it.

The Minister for Mines: Did not Great
Britain knows about it before that?

Mr. CROSS: Possibly, but Great Britain
did not go very far into it, perhaps beeanse
it might have suited them to get their iron-
ore from Norway, owing to the cheapness
of labour in the northern hemisphere. That
might have been a factor that counted with
them. While the British companies could
readily get supplies, I do not think they
would build special ships to feteh iron-ore
from Australia. I am not aware of how
far any attempt has heen made by this
State to invite British companies to exploit
our ore and smelt it here, but the Japanese
made inquiries, The Mitsni Co. became in-
terested—that was the company that bought
America and
anywhere else that they could get it—and

" when they found they could not get it them-

selves, they went to Brasserts of London—
Brasserts, a firm of brass—and the Japan-
ese Government financed them through Mit-
sui and the Bank of Yokohama. Tkey paid
men in this State to take out lesses on
Koolan Island and, while the Minister ap-
parently does not know of it, it is general
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knowledge in the eity that at least four
men got £12,500 apiece for dummying for
Bragserts.

A contract was entered jnto with Japan,
and all the money spent at Yampi was paid
by Japan. The Japanese entcred into a
contract with Brasserts in order to get the
ore. Members will remember what the
Minister said in reply, when I asked what
royalty was to be paid to the State. I had
been under the impression that the royalty
was to be 6d. per ton, but it was worse
than that. We were to let them have the
iron-ore for 3d. per ton for ten years, and
after that for 6d. Later on the Common-
wealth Government stepped in and placed
an embargo on the export of Koolan Island
ore. There the matter stands. We have
since heen at war, but so far as T know the
contract is still in existence. When the em-
bargo is lifted, what is to happen? Will
the contract be renewed? 1 consider that
steps should be taken to annul the contract
if it is still in existence. We should never
permit iron-ore to be exported to a eountry
like Japan. It is no use saying one thing
and meaning another—the Japanese are not
fit to live.

Mr. Thorn: They are a nation of mon-
keys.

Mr. CROSS: Worse than monkeys.

The Minister for Lands: How long is it
since that has been found out?

Mr. Thorn: Last week,

Mr. CROSS: No, it was found out a long
time before then, Some of these leases still
have a fair period to run, and I do not
know whether they can be purchased. This
ore ought fo he retained for the henefit of
Australia, particularly Western Australia.
If the State had control, then, whether it
smelted the ore or allowed someone else to
do so, one of the conditions should be that
the ore must he smelted in Western Aus-
tralia. 'What happened at Cockatoo Island?
We all know; but nevertheless I shall read
an extract from the “Western Australian
Mining and Commereial Review” for Aug-
ust. The article is headed, “Yampi Iron-
Ore. Big Development plans, Treatment in
Eastern States.”” So we have the Eastern
States again! T suppose that poor Western
Australia will not even get a royalty for
the ore.

The Minister for Lands: Why?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CROSS: The article proceeds—

There is every indication that Australian
Iron and Steel, Ltd., a subsidiary of the
Broken Hill Pty., will carry out a big devel-
opment programme on Cockatoo Island in
Yampi Sound where the company holds some
of the richest iron ore deposits in the world.
Already there are 90 men working on the island
and it is understood that the company plans
big developments. Unforturately, the ore will
not be refined in this State, but will go to
the Eastern States . . . The ecompany in-
tends at first to ship the ore to the Eastern
States via the Northern Territory.

Members can judge for themselves just how
much Western Australia will benefit out of
the rich ore taken from Cockatoo Island,
especially as we shall miss the coastal ship-
ping that would ecome if the ore were
hrought south.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber should not discuss Cockatoo Island. He
deals only with Koolan Island in his
motion.

Mr. CROSS: I will eonneet up the refer-
ence, Sir. This subsidiary companyvhas been
angling to obtain the Koolan Island leases.
It has been trying to get the eompany which
is working the Cockatoo Island ore, to lease
Yampi Island, and it does not intend to
smelt the ore in this State. In my opinion,
the seven leases on Koolan Island should
be acquired at the earliest possible moment
by the State, which should lay down con-
dilions, the first of which should be that
the ore should be smelted in Western Aus-
tralia. Then I would impose another con-
dition. I would say, “You have either to
smelt the ore on a large scale or not at all,”
because it is no use starting operations in
a small way and hoping to improve them
as time goes on. Only a company financially
strong eould adopt such a policy. I am not
worried about whether the proposed com-
pany is a British eompany or the Broken
Hill Proprietary; what T am eoncerned aboui
is that Western Australia should benefit by
the smelting of the ore obtained from this
island. T think the leases are worth huving
in order that the State may get control of
the ore. The State must ultimately benefit.
In the event of another Pacific war——

The Minister for Lands: Oh1

Mr. CROSS: One never knows.
expected this Pacific war.

Nobody

The Minister for Lands: Do not be pessi-
mistie.
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Mr. CROSS: The 1914-18 war was a war
to end war; so was this war, but the un-
expected always happens. We should take
every step to ensure that these valuable
leases are aequired by the State, so that we,
and not other people, derive the benefit from
them. If we ean establish heavy industries
in the State the Government will be enabled
to pay its past debts more easily, At the
same time, we must proceed with the de-
velopment of the North. We must have more
people there and the only way to achieve
that objeet is to exploit our industries, and
this ore is one of cur most valuable posses-
sions. It is a treasure and we are lucky to
have it. We should be lacking in our duty
if we did not take steps to protect what is
our birthright. If the motion iz carried,
I hope the Government will do something
quickly to implement it, because it is a ser-
ious matter if we allow other people to
exploit our raw materials and make no
attempt to do the job ourselves. We shall
always be a poverty-stricken State if we
allow other people to exploit our raw
materials.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION—VERMIN ACT,

As to Adopting Royal Commission’s
Recommenduaiions.

MR. WATTS
move— )

That thia House requests the Government to
give Parliament an opportunity this session of
deciding whether all, or how much of the re-
commendations for alterations to the Vermin
Aet made by the recent Honorary Royal Com-
mission should be given legislative effcet.
I do so in the helief that it would be reason-
able for the Government to prepare legisla-
tion embodying the major recommendations
of the Commission and submit it te Parlia-
ment for determination. At this stage I wish
to indieate that the Honorary Royal Commis-
sion, first appointed as a Select Committee
which was known to consist of members of
both sides of the House, has presented a
unanimous report. That report was not
presented in the form in which it now is
placed before the people of the State with-
out very close consideration, over a lengthy

(Katanning) [523]: I

period, of the evidence that has been given

to the Commission and of the things that
the Commission has seen in the course of
its travels. In the course of those travels

[31]

and at Parliament House the Commission
examined 198 witnesses. The actual time
taken in their examination was spread over
a period of 45 sittings, many of which com-
menced early in the morning and finished
late at night. I remember very well that
4t one place we were examining witnesses
until 10.30 p.m. and at ancther place until
11 p.m.

Many of the sessions of examination of
witnesses covered a period of eight to nine
hours, At the outset, the Comimission met
together and decided upon the issue of a
questionnaire, which was prepared by all
the members and then submitted to every
local authority in the State, as well as to
other organisations which might have been
expected to take some interest in the matter.
Subsequently, the questions which the mem-
bers of the Commission deemed it advisable
to ask were themselves put inte individual
questionnaires, copies of which were sup-
plied to the respective members of the Com-
mission. For example, the member for Mt.
Magnet, who was a member of the Commis-
sion, undertook the examination of witnesses
primarily and without restricting, of course,
the rights of other members, into certain
aspects of vermin control in respect of which
he was deemed to have more considerable
knowledge than other memhers of the Com-
mission or which were of particular interest
to him because of his association with certain
districts of the State. In the net result I
have heen informed by more than one road
board official and more than one individual
witness who appeared outside of the local
authorities before the Commission, that they
had not been subjected on any previous ocea-
sion—and some of them had had previous
experience—to an examination more search-
ing than that on the subject involved in
this inquiry.

In consequence, there are on the Table
of the House four volumes of evidence con-
taining 2,074 pages of foolscap which the
Commission, subsequent to its inquiry, en-
deavoured to explore, and from which to
make up its mind as to where the weight
of evidence lay and what were the proposi-.
tions that it ought t{o recommend hecause
there had been either a sound background
for them or sound judgment appeared to be
used in putting the proposals forward. So,
while the members of this Chamber and of
another place might not see their way to
agree toall the propositions that are put for-
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ward by the Commission in its report, I ven-
ture to say that there will be found in those
volumes at least some justification for all of
them, and that they are of such a nature
as to be worthy of eonsideration, even if
they are rejected by Parliament. Those who
criticise them most strongly should be pre-
pared io come forward with- some better
propositions than those which they critieise
before they are entitled to offer their opposi-
tion {o the Commission’s proposals.

I do not say that the proposals put for-
ward by the Commission are, in every, re-
speet, the best that could be produced, al-
though we could find none beiter, or the
only ones that would solve or aitempt to
solve the problems involved. But I do say
that they cannot lightly be dismissed. They
must be given consideration by the Legis-
lature in order that a determination may he
arrived at as to their value and as to the de-
sirability of putting them into operation. It
is because I, and other members of the Com-
mission, as I understand them, hold these
views, that I am submitting this motion to-
day. It is not my intention to cover the
whole ground involved in this report, be-
cause to do so and to endeavour to explain
to the House the various angles of the mat.
ter that eould wot be included in a report
of any reasonable size, would take a very
long time, What I propose to do is to say,
ag shortly as possible, just a few things in
order that I may not take up unlimited time
of this House, because I realise that if thers
are any questions with which I can deal, and
which need to be dealt with after other
speeches have been made, I shall have the
right of reply. Baut I do say, at the outset,
that praetically the first witnesses called
were departmental officers. From them we
gathered that they were almost entirely dis-
satisfied with the operations of the local
authorities in regard to the eonirol of ver-
min under the existing laws. Their pro-
posals have been shortly set out in para-
graph 5 of the report. They amount, I
think, fairly to this—

(a) That the powers of local vermin hoards,
except perhaps as to some measure of advisory
power or delegated authority should be abol-
ished.

(b) That control should be centralised in the
Department of Agrienlture.

{e) That the central control should appoint
a fulltime vermin inspector in every district ot
an estimated cost of about £60,000 a year.

(d) That supervising inspectors should be
appointed in addition.

[ASSEMBLY.]

{e) That none of these officers should actu-
ally concern themselves in the destruction of
vermin, but only in regimentation and inspe.-
tion of the activities of farmers and oth r-
In fairness to everyone I am going to say
quite plainly that the Commission gave the
closest examination to these proposals and

-went to the definite trouble of giving every

representative of a loeal authority, and most
of the other witnesses who were likely to have
an interest in that aspect, an outline of these
proposals, and discussing them, at consid-
erable length on many occasions, with the
witnesses, I did not find, in more than a
minority of cases, that the view was held
that such a proposition was likely to he ef-
fectual. T endeavoured to submerge the view
that I have alwsys held, that inspection
alone iz not sufficient, but that proper acti- .
vities should be indulged in so far as the
destruction of vermin is concerned. Ulti-
mately the Commission came to the conclu-
sion that that was not likely to be the best
way of arriving at a better state of af-
fairs.

We did not under-estimate the difficulties
facing those who endeavour to control ver-
min in Western Australia. We realised, as
everyone else does, that a great number of
creatures which come under the Vermin Aect
are not the products of this country in the
first instance. They are the results of im-
portations, in good faith, many years ago,
and have inflicted on us, as citizens of the
present generation, very considerable losses.
It is, unfortunately, our duty to find means
either to minimise these losses to the utmost,
or to remove the causes of them. There are
other types of vermin, declared under the
Vermin Aect, such as the emu, whose natural
habitat is Australia. There are separate
and severa] problems with which we have to
eoncern ourselves in connection with these
creatures, We bave endeavoured, in the re-
port, to set out some idea of the cost of the
damage that has been caused by the rabbit
and the fox—more particularly the rabbit—
in Western Australia,

Tt will readily he realised—and we have
s0 declared in the report—that to make any
reliable estimate of the loss is extremely
diffienlt, if not well-nigh impossible. Bul
wo were assured by knowledgable witnesscs
—and given evidence to eonfirm it by such
people as Mr. Lefroy of Walebinz—that the
losses would range to as high as 50 per cent.
of the productivity of many properties. In
addition there are also indireet losses which
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are readily understandable. We therefore
felt that we were justified in taking sn over-
all foss, as set out in paragraph (8) of this
report. We came to the conclusion that in
one aspect of it alone we could say that
the loss to Western Australia, per anmmm,
is probably in the vieinity of £2,000,000.
That is the loss to primary production on an
estimate which we believe is a conservative
one. When we consider what £2,000,000 more
of ready money placed in circulation would
do in the provision of employment and in
assisting revenue, social amenities and other
desirable things, we must realise that the
destruetion of vermin is not a matter that
can be lightly dealt with, but one which must
canse us to bring to bear all the energy and
the resources which we are able reasonably
te provide. It is on the hasis of that estimate
and that belief that the Commission has
submitted a number of the recommendations
in its report for the consideration of the
Government and of Parliament,

We have, in this report, eriticised the
activity—or lack of it—of certain local auth-
orities that came under our notice. But we
have stated that, in all the diffieult circum-
stances existing, we believe that the majority
of loeal vermin boards have done their best.
We all contend that that is a reasonable way
of assessing the position in regard to the
local authorities of Western Australia. A
proposal which I propose to mention now—
although it is a long way on in the report—
1s that there should be a greater measure of
responsibility placed on the loeal vermin
boards in regard to the actual destruction of
vermin, rather than the mere inspection of
the activities of other people in its destruec-
tion. That, undoubtedly, would be a radieal
change in our proceedings. It would not in
apy circumstances—and the report so states
—prevent or chstruet the individual farmer
in any way from ecarrying on the destrue-
tion of vermin on his own property. But it
is of no use, as we see the position, for the
willing, active and energetic farmer to carry
on vermin destruction on his own property
when there is vacant land next door, or a
neighbouring farmer who is not active so that
the vermin from the one place simply escapes
to the property of the enmergelic person and
reduces his activities to a nullity.

While we do not ietend or recommend that
a farmer should be prevented from destroy-
ing the vermin on his own property, but
rather the reverse, we do say that upon those
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properties where there is no aetivity, or
where there is no one to do anything, the
loen! authorities shounld go in and do the work
in the interests of the whole distriet and of
the State. There is, in our view, no other
alternative, that ean be arrived at. We have,
therefore, suggested some means which will
enable that to be put into effeet. That has
entalled the provision of more finance for
the loeal authorities, It has entailed the
proposal for a minimum rate to be struck by
local autborities, and a charge to be levied—
where work has to be done—of not meore
than 12s. 6d. per man per day, as against
the eost to the farmer or the farm where
the work has to be done, which is estimated
at approximately half the daily cost per
man involved, “ That gives rise to a question
which is of the greatest importance, namely,
the liability of the parties eoncerned in the
land for the payment of rates.

Hitherto it has been practicable for the
mortgagzee to escape the payment of rates,
slthough his security bas been seriously
affected by the depredations of vermin, and,
although he might not know it, the security
of other mortgagees has also been seriously
affected by the depredations of vermin upon’
neighhouring properties. But the mortgagee
has not been directly responsible for the pay-
ment of vermin rates if the owner, or the
holder of the property failed or neglected to
pay them. We say that both the rates and
the charges that may have to be collected by
the loea) authorities on the basis we have
Just discussed, for work done, should be
passed as vermnin rates, and that the respon-
sibility for payment should lie equally upon
the registered holder and upon the mort-
gagee so that there is a reasonable certainty
that the amount involved, both in rates and
the cost of work dome, will be paid. The
first ebligation is put upon the owner, and
if he does not pay within a reasonable time
it should then be placed upon the mortgagee.

That brings us, of course, to the question
of Government finaneial institutions as
against private financial institutions. We
say that as soon as practicable they should all
come under the samne heading; that there
should be no escape. In all the circumstances
that exist, and in the interests of the State
as a whole, there should be no eseape from
the payment of annual rates by somebody
interested in the land. "Whether he be the
owner or the mortgagee; whether he be a
private mortgagee or a Government mort-
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gagee, he should be compelled, within the
12-monthly period, to pay the rates and
assessments that are made upon the property,
if the law be amended, in order that finance
to the fullest extent recommended may he
available. Then the old pesition of a mort-
gagee having to be in possession before he
becomes liable wotld, as we see it, come to
en end and the responsibility wounld be
clearly placed upon each and every one of
the people concerned so that there would, as
far as practicable, be no possibility of
evasion.

We have also made provision so that the
Railway Department and, to a lesser degree,
the Midland Railway Company, shall sub-
seribe to the eradication of vermin through
the central fund which we suggest should
be created. We have suggested that the
Midland Railway Company’s contribution
should be a small one by comparison he-
cause that company has a very much lesser
length of railway than has the Govern-
ment. It is, moreover, liable as a land-
bolder for rates siruck the same as is any
other land-holder, which, of course, the
Government Railway Department is not.
It will be found from the extracts of evi-
dence included in the report that we put
this matter to the representative of the
Railway Department and that there was, in
hiz mind, a certain measure of agreement
as to the course that should be adopted in
this regard.

‘We have suggested or recommended that
there should be a tax struek upon all the
lands of the State, both metropolitan and
urban as well as rural land. Tt will be
found that the rate on the metropolitan
and urban lands is a sum of 5/16th of a
penny in the pound which, when taken in
comparison with our other reeommendation
would be half the amount to be imposed
on the rural land. That would be the
minimum payable of 5/8th of a penny with
diseretionary power in the Minister {o in-
crease the minimum rate to be struck by any
loeal antherity to a figure of 1/8th of a penny
above the figure recommended in our re-
port. There may he some exception taken
to the striking of a rate of that kind upon
land values. Our position was rather un-
fortunate. The question of uniform tax
prevented us from suggesting there should
be a tax upon income. The general diffi-
culties from the point of view of eonsoli-
dated revenue prevented, in our opinion,
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our recommending that it should all come
out of the existing revenues of the State.

We felt that there should be, therefore,
some sort of liability so far as possible
imposed upon all those in the Stata
who had any direct benefit to be
gained by the eradieation of vermin,
and basing that opinion on the estimated
Joss to which I have referred on a very
conservative estimate it appeaved to us it
would not be improper to suggest that those
engaged in commerce and industry, whe
would be the ehief gainers by the increased
spending powers of the rural industries,
should be the persons who should pay that
uniform tax, and other reasons prevented
us, in our opinion, from adopting any
more general system. The nrgency of the
need and the diffienlties of applying any
other method econstitute the justification
for our recommendation in that regard.
There has been a considerable and constant
demand over a number of years from road
board conferences and other sources that
there should be some State-wide resources
used in combating the vermin in Western
Australia. We have endeavoured to make
some small contribution to the carrying out
of that point of view by the recommenda-
tion we have made.

Special attention was given to the posi-
tion as affecting the outer areas of West-
ern Australia, the North-Western and the
pastoral distriets. We were fortunate in
not having to ask to be taken to those dis-
tricts to obtain at least some idea of the
position of the persons who are or have
been settled there.  We had volunteers
from quite a number of the North-Western
and outer arcas who asked us if they eould
give evidence, and we welcomed them very
gladly. We found it s privilege—I eall it
a privilege in this ease—to have as a wit-
ness Mr. Hogarth of Mundrahila Station,
which is situated almost on the South Aus-
tralian border, who spent two or three
hours with us—in eompany with the seere-
tary of ihe Pastoralists’ Association who also
gave us valuable evidence—and who im-
pressed uwpon me—other members of the
Royal Commission ean speak for themselves -
—the extraordinary difficultids which a
man in his position has been suffering as
a result of the depredations of vermin,
principally wild dogs, and his inahility in
recent years to cope with them, notwith-
standing which he was paying substantial
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sums to the Dundas Vermin Board in rates,
because of the applieation of the rulings as
to the relationship between the vermin rate
on pastoral leases and other lands, and the
ruling elso governed by that seetion of the
Road Distriets Aet which preseribes how
the rate shall be strock.

To make a long story short we came to
the conciusion that a special effort should
be made in those areas and that Consoli-
dated Revenue should confribute, and we
namned a figure not exceeding £12,000 which
wag to be expended as much as was prae-
ticable by the central authority we desired
to create in the North-Western and outer
areas, in addition to such part of the or-
dinary central vermin fund now collected
which could be spent ip bonuses as hereto-
fore, although perhaps on a different seale
from that appertaining at present. We
concluded that special types of animals
ghould be declared to be vermin. Evidence
wus given to us in regard to the destrue-
tion caused by kangaroos in the North-
West, by wild goats in other areas and by
wild pigs in one area.

The Premier: And even by camels.

Mr. WATTS: All these animals, as well
as wild asses, were included. The witnesses
concerned influeneed wuws in the belief
that there should be wider powers to
declare these creatures vermin, and that
we should have what we have re-
ferred te as mobile units well sup-
plied and eguipped, doing their best to
destroy these creatnres in the interests of
retaining settlement in those areas and
giving us a prospect of greater settlement
of the pastoral areas so that those areas by
reason of their not being attacked by these
ereatures as they have been in the past and so
that the pastures may have 2 chance to re-
turn to productivity. Up to the present the
presence of these animals has made the
position of people in the North-West and
the onter pastoral areas extremely diffienlt
and precarions. That is an outline of the
proposals which we have for those areas.
We are inelined to the opinion that the ex-
penditure of the money we recommend plus,
if necessary, a contribution of £4,000 from
the fund to be colleeted elsewhere would go
a long way towards solving the problem.
We do not suggest that the loeal authori-
ties in the areas comprised in Schedule A.,
namely the pastoral and onter areas of the
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State, should ecome under the amended pro-
posals in regard to local authorities assum.
ing greater responsibility for the destrue-
tion of vermin. The types of vermin to be
dealt with are different, and the conditions
under which they have to operate are dis-
similar, but the need for the type of work
that requires to be done on the scattered
properties in these areas is great. We there-
fore give thesc people the right not to come
into the scheme unless they so desire.

One of the proposals that considerably
cxercised our minds was in regard to rabbit
trapping. We say definitely that on the
weight of evidence before us the professional
trapper, as soon as a convenient time is
reached, should be prohibited. We say no-
thing against the trapping by the individual
farmer of rabbits on his own property pro-
vided he follows that up with ofher satis-
factory methods of destruction that will
lead to the eradication of the pest. We say
that from the evidence before us there has
been some ineclination in certain distriets to
trap rabbits in sueh a way as to keep them
there for all time. If that is to he the poliey
in Western Australia we shall indeed have
rabbits for all time. We are going to keep
on losing an amount that we have estimated
at possibly £2,000,000 a year because we
allow the trapping of rabbits. The trapping
system, as a means of destroying rabbils
on individual farm properties by the farmer
himself we are prepared to concede has its
usefulness, but we think there should be re-
gulations, to be prepared and put into ef-
fect by the central authority, which should
govern the follow-up methods employed.

So far as the professional trapper is con-
cerned, we desire to postpone any legisla-
tion for bis prohibition until such time as
the meat rationing position has come to
an end. We realise that in recent months,
in circumstances that are not at all usual
in Australia, there has been diffienlty in oh-
taining sufficient meat at a reasonable price.
The rabbit, therefore, has been of some
value, As we anticipated that meat ration-
ing would come to an end six or 12 months
after this report had been considered by
Parliament, we felt there was no reason to
demand the immediate extinetion of the pro-
fessional trapper. It is no use playing
about with the position. The professional
trapper naturally wants to econtinue his
business. The way by which he can con-
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finue it is the way, as we see it, set out in
the report. I will not weary the House with
that now,

To control all this business we came to the
conclusion that there should be a new sys-
tem altogether. We recommend that the
position of Chief Vermin Inspector should
be abolished and that the present Advisory
Conmittee that deals with the central ver-
min fund shonld be dishanded. "We say
there must be sppointed a body in which
the local authorities will have confidence,
in which the pastoralists and the people of
the outer areas will have confidence, and in
which the Government will bave confidence
and on which it will have representation,
We have submitted a proposal that there
should be appointed a director of pest de-
struetion, and we have in the report set out
the qualifications which we consider he
should possess in order that he may fairly
carry out the duties of the office, and that
he should be a member of the board we
have ealled the agriculture protection
board, but not its chatrman. That board
should alse have upon it five representa-
tives of the road boards of Western Aus-
tralia, four of whom should be engaged in
farming, and should be drawn as pearly as
rossible from each of the zones into which
the Road Boards’ Association is divided.

By that means it will be possible to get
an nearly as possible knowledge of the
varions areas of the State involved. The
pastoralists should be represented by two
tnen, one of whom should be drawn from
one area of the pastoral districts, and the
other from another area, so that they may
have a wide knowledze of the industries
that are being carried on and of the dif-
fieultics that are confronting the people in
those areas. These people must at the time
of their appointment have been actively en-
paged in industry in those areas. Only peo-
ple who are aetively engaged in the areas
wili be likely to know the circumstances
which exist in recent times.

Mr. Rodoreda: It will be difficult for
them to attend meetings,

Mr. WATTS: I believe that can he over-
come. I think there are men who are ae-
tively engaged in the pastoral industry who
very frequently visit the metropolitan dis-
tricts for a considerable time. If they are
not here it should he possible to make ar-
rangements so that they may be brought
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here. e must bave the benefit of their
knowledge and experience in this metter.
In these days of modern transport it ought
to be a simple matier to overcome the diffi-
culty that has been raised. I do not think
that in all eases it would be necessary to
provide transport to ensure that members
of the board were enahled to be present and
take part in its deliberations. Probably
after & few months of the board’s delibera-
tions it would not require to meet more
than quarterly, and this would minimise the
diffienlty of aftendance at meetings to a very
considerable extent.

We also felt that the grasshopper and the
emu presented difficulties all their own. We
took much evidence and saw many things,
mostly in the areas represented by the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall. The evidence ten-
dered by the witnesses there was of the
greatest assistance to us because they went
to considerable trouble beforehand to pre-
pare answers to the questionnaire sent to
them and to investigate problems in their
own way and amongst their own people.
The evidence produced by these witnesses
sliowed they had given a tremendous amount
of study to the problems affecting the emu
and more particularly the grasshopper. In
lighter vein I suggest to the Minister that
he read the evidenee of a gentleman named
Potts, taken.at Bencubbin, because he will
extract, as we did, not only a measnre of
knowledge from it but also a measure of
amusement, particularly so if he happens
to know the man. I recommend him to
peruse that witness's cvidence.

We came to the conclusion that there
should be some separate organisation which
shonld be able to deal, at least in an advisory
capacity, with the problems in those areas.
We felt, too, that a determined attack shounld
be made on the egz deposits of the grass-
hopper in the ground. We took evidence
from Agrieultural Bank inspectors and other
knowledgeable officials, and were astounded
at their statement of the area they bad dis-
covered in the course of their duties and
investigations where they had found the egg
deposits over a considerable period and where
little or nothing had been done for their
destrnction. I am nof attempting—nor did
the Royal Commission attempt—to apportion
any blame for that state of affairs. We
realise that we have just passed through a
war; in fact, we were in the middle of a
very difficult part of the war when we were
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taking evidence. We do not say that it was
other than shortage of manpower and diffi-
culties of the sort that prevented a better
onslaught being made in those areas, but we
do say that a period must be put to it now,

If possible—and we helieve that at any
rate it is 90 per cent. possible—these egg
deposits should be eradicated. Consequently,
we have snggested an advisory committee
substantially under the control of the agri-
calture protection board to take charge of
this phase and recommend the methods which
should be adopted, as well as the extent of
those methods. - As the Crown hitherto has
provided and, quite properly, been prepared
to spend substantial sums for such activities,
we suggest that over three years, which is
the estimated time given by one witness,
. £15,000 shounld be made available from Con-
solidated Revenue for expendifure in those
distriets. We also suggest that the committee
should take under its wing the matter of
dealing with emus.

Many proposals were submltted to us,
some of which we have recommended should
be further investigated and one or two
adopted. Speaking for myself, I am not
too sure that the hest way to destroy emus
is not fo go out and shoot them. Consider-
able destruction has been wrought amongst
emus in this way, but shooting parties un-
questionably need to be organised if they are
to reap the full benefit that might be exz-
pected. In the past they have been hampered
by lack of organisation, by lack of ammuni-
tion during the war period, and by a dearth
of the type of men anxiouns to go out and un-
dertake this shooting. All these diffienlties, I
would say, might be overcome in future—the
organisation by the co-ordination of the acti-
vities of the committee, the shortage of man-
power because our soldiers will be returning,
and shortage of ammunifion for the reason
that the war is over. As there is undoubted
evidence that emu eggs are being laid par-
ticularly upon unutilised and Crown lands in
the areas affected, and that therefore we are
going to have not only the emus that make
periodieal visits, but also those born and
bred in the areas affected, we should take
steps to collect and even pay a bonus on

. emu eges collected.

Mzr. J. Hegney: An Australian native.

Mr. WATTS: We had emu eggs brought
te us from areas where the memher for Mt.
Magnet was loth to believe they had been
laid. The hon. member prosecuted his in-
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quiries on this point most dlhgently He
said, “There are no emus breeding in these
areas; they come from the North,” but he
had the evidence of his own eyes to convince
him—just as I was convireed—that the state-
ments made by witnesses were correct and
that a eonsiderable number of emns existed
in those areas and were breeding their young
ones on the spot.

Mr. J. Hegney: And you ask us to be-
lieve it?

Mr. WATTS: The House appointed a
committee to make investigations for it—a
committee that was afterwards converted into
an honorary Royal Commission—and mem-
bers are entitled to believe it or not as they
please. 1 again recommend the hon. member
to read the evidence whish covers 2074 pages,
and doubtless the member for Mt. Magnet
would be only too ready to point out the
evidence on this aspect, because he knows
where it-is.

There we have in broad outline the pro-
posals that the honorary Royal Commission
thinks ought to be discussed by Parliament
in the form of legislation before the present
sussion ends. There are, of course, many
minor recommendations. Some of thein are
of considerable importance, but in my
opinion it would ill-become me at this stage
to deal with all of them. 1 ean orly recom-
mend members to peruge the report of the
Commission with care and build ap their
own views, as far as they can, on those minor
recommendations so that they might possibly
introduce them into the debate and give me
the opportunity of saying anything I con-
sider necessary on their suggestions, know-
ing as T will that the points raised are
of interest to some members,

ME. TRIAT (Mt Magnet) [68]: I
second the motion. The outline of the posi-
tion given by the chairman of the honorary
Roya]l Commission has heen very explicit
and indeed has covered fairly fully most of
the items in the report. As a member of the
Royul Commission, I can inform members
that extensive travelling was uundertaken and
extensive examinations were made. We were
not at all satisfed simply to listen to evi-
dence; we insisted apon viewing for ourselves
anything that witnesses bhad to show that
bore upon the inquiry.

One of these matters was the question of
emus breeding below the rahbit-proof fenece.
My knowledge of emus—and my knowledge



782

of them is extensive, living in the North as
I did for many years—is thai they migrate
south when drought seasons oecur in the
north, pass through the fence and infest the
farming areas. When the drought in the
north breaks, however, the emns desire to
return to their own country and, if at all
possible, thev migrate back in large numbers.

Durine the last vear, on the No. 1 rabbit-
proof fenee, I saw 972 emus pass a given
point making south in the space of four
haurs, They were legving the north on
account of the bad season there and coming
south where they could get good feed. When
normal seasons returned in the north, they
would try to make their way back. How-
ever, as a resnlt of evidence submitted to the
Commission at Wongan Hills, T was con-
vinced that the emus ave breeding in that dis-
trict. Eggs were found and young chicks
were seen. Those emus will remain in the
distriet; they will not migrate.

The Commission travelled extensively,
having traversed the State from Cue in the
north to Albany in the south, and eastwards
from the coast to Merredin. Most of the
centres in that area were visited and evidence
was taken from representatives of road
hoards and from various other people. In
addition, we c¢xamined witnesses from the
Kimberleys and the North-West districts,
and one from the trans. line. This evidence,
which was as good as it was possible to get,
convineed us that the vermin pest in this
State is serious. The Commission held 45
sittings and examined 198 witnesses. We did
not deal with one class of witness only; we
dealt with all eclasses—farmers, trappers,
businessmen, pastoralists, members ahd em-
ployvees of munictpal councils and road
hoards, and so forth. Thus evidence was
taken from people representing a wide range
" of interests in order that we micht be ahle
to get a true pictare of the conditions exist-
ing in various parts of the State. Had we
taken evidence from farmers only, there
would have been evidence of one type only,
but by including businessmen, trappers, road
board members and men actually engaged in
destroring vermin, we felt that we were get-
ting a comprehensive view of the whole
problem.

The Minister for Agriculiure: Members
of road hoards were in a majority, were they
nnt?

Mr. TRTIAT: Quite a lot of road board
memboers were called, but many people apart
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from road boards were examined. I wish to
show the advantage of having taken evidenece
representing such a wide range of interests.
Amongst farmers, we found that a great
difference of opinion existed regarding the
fox. In my district, a dry area where sheep
and wool are produced, the pastoralists
view with alarm the inerease in the number
of foxes. We find that the fox will destroy
grown sheep. In that area there is no ground
game to provide the fox with food—mo rab-
bits and very little bird life—and so all that
the fox has to live on is the sheep. It is
well known that foxes will kill lambs, bunt
they will also kill full-grown sheep,

Mr, Lestie; Only when the sheep are in
low condition.

My, TRIAT: Not at all; a big dog fox |
will kill a strong sheep. Some farmers re-
gard the fox with favour as bringing salva-
tion to their crops, because it destroys the
rabbits. We had evidence to this effect, and
we also received evidence from the opposite
side. Viewing the evidence as a whole, how-
over, we came to the conclusion that the fox
is certainly a dangerous type of vermin in
this State. We also received evidence from
Government officials, men responsible for the
various deparimental activities associated
with the destruction of vermin. Officers of
the Department of Agriculture gave us
striking evidenee, to which we listened with
the keenest interest and to whieh we gave the
fullest consideration. Reference was made
by the chairman to the loss of production
through the ravages of vermin. When he
mentioned the loss as being £2,000,000 a
year, he was dealing with only one section of
industry. He was referring to the loss in
the production of wool.

Mr. Walts: That is so.

Myr. TRIAT: Had there been an oppor-
tunity to grow the full number of sheep.
there would have heen an additional
£2,000,000 worth of wool produced in West-
ern Australia. In the opinion of various wit-
nesses, the loss eaused by vermin ranges from
20 to 40 per cent. of the total production, If
we sirike an average of, say, 30 per cent,
which should be a reasonahle estimate, and
apply it to the whole of our rural produe-
tion, members will appreciate what a terrifie
impost is being levied by vermin on the pro-
duetion of the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr, TRIAT: I would like to quote one or
two small extracts to substantiate my re-
marks on loss of production. Evidence was
given as follows on the loss caunsed by
emus :—

We have it on most relinble evidence that
oue emu will destroy at least £1 worth in
wheat in one season. The evidence of an Agri-
eultural Bank branch manager proved a loss,
to hiz own knowledge, of 823 bags of wheat
worth at least £550 on one farm in one season
by 400 emus.

This is another loss which was not mentioned
by the Leader of the Opposition, who was
chairman of the Commission. Apart from
emus and rabbits, other vermin caused ter-
rific losses, for instance, the wild dog or
dingo. There is a pastoralist with a pro-
perty on the trans. railway line who has
suffered severe losses of stock during some
three or four years owing to wild dogs. e
made the following statement:—

It (the property) is 900,000 aercs. We have

approximately 400,000 acres dog-proof fenced
For 12 years I never had a dog inside of it
In the last 18 months, however, dogs have
increaged in spite of all I could do. Eighty
per cent, of my work is trapping dogs outside
of my area as far as I ean get. Last year I
had 30 dogs inside which killied 3,900 of mv
limited floek. I have never reared a lamb for
two years on account of <dogs.
For two years that pastoralist has not had
an inerease in his floek, notwithstanding
that his property was surrounded by a dog-
proof fence—not an ordinary rabbit-proof
fence, The dogs got through the fence. He
said that his flock was originally 9,00¢, but
it is now down to 2,000, notwithstanding that
the fence is dog-proof and that he patrols it
" every week to repair any damage done to it.
I couid gquote many other instances. In my
distriet— Sandstone or Black Range—the
pastoralists are alarmed about the wild dogs.
Within the boundaries of the Black Range
district the pastoralists are today paying £12
for every dog killed.

Mr. W. Hegney: The hunters would not
bring them in from outside?

Mr. TRIAT: No. The hunter must pro-
duce a certificate to show that he caunght the
dog on station property. The owner gives
the certificate. Those pastoralists could not
afford to pay for dogs killed and brought in
from South Australia. However, they realise
the damage done by the dogs and, although
they are not wealthy, they are prepared to
pay £12 for each dog killed within the road
board distriet. Loss of stock and produce
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through emus, rabbits and dogs can be very
large, and the loss, whatever it may be, also
means a loss to the revenue of the State.
All of these matters were taken into aceount
by the members of the Commission; and I
feel sure that, as the result of their delibera-
tions, this House will give eonsideration not
only to the Commission’s report but also
to the evidence taken, because the report sets
out only a brief summary of the evidence.

We inspected properties which were en-
closed by wire-netting fences; yet we saw
rabbit burrows and warrens all over those
properties. It is therefore evident that the
rabbit is not prevented from entering on
such properties which are so fenced We
inzpected other properties that were not
fenced with rabbit-proof netting; and there
were 1o rabbits on them because the owners
had taken the precaution to destroy hoth the
rabbits and their warrens. It seems to be
more important to destroy the warrens, be-
eause by so doing rabbits are eliminated from
the property. A few miles away from such
properties are other properties well netted,
but yet infested with rabbits. So the Com-
mission deeided to recommend in its report
a method to deal with the rabbit which would
be satisfactory.

It will avoid the present haphazard
mwethods adopted by various road boards.
Some road boards adopt efficient methods to
eradicate vermin; on the other hand, other
road béards adopt haphazard methods. A
man on one property will decide to destroy
rabbits this week, but the men on both sides
of him have no desire to kill rabbits at the
same time. The result is that the rabbit
retreats to the boundaries of the property
where he is being aitacked, and as soon aa
the attack is over, immediately returns. Tn-
der the method recommended by the Com-
mission, the eradication will take place
simultanecusly in the one distriet; every
properiy-ownér will be destroying vermin at
the same time hy a mobile unit, or by some
other method. Such a method will not be
nearly as costly as the haphazard methods
to which I have referred. Under saeh
methods the owners pay vermin rates, but
get very little result.

The question of bonnses has interested
many people. Some people say, “Why pay
Bonuses when you are going to eradieate the
vermin by other means? I favounr the pay-
ment of bonuses, becanse there will then be
an incentive to destroy the bigger animalg,
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such as foxes. As I said earlier, some farm-
ers favour allowing a fox to remain on their
property. They aver that the fox keeps
down the rabbit to a great extent; but we
found that when the rabbit disappeared the
fox destroyed native fowl, turkeys and the
ordinary domestic fowl, as well as sheep and
lumbs—I]ambs especially. So the Commis-
sion recommends that a bonus of 6s. per
head should be paid tor foxes, and a bonus
of 1s. Gd, each for emus. I am of opinion
that the bonus on emus will be very heavy
for the first 12 months. They are exceed-
ingly plentiful in some parts of the farm-
ing districts and can be trapped there in
large nambers. Once the emn is destroyed,
however, there is little risk of other emus
coming into the distriet, provided the fences
are attended to and gates are kepi closed.
Much evidence was given to the Commission
as to gates on rabbit-proof fences being left
open. We passed through rabbit-proof
fences where the gates had been left open.

Mr. W. Hegney: That has heen going
on for over 30 years.

Mr. TRTIAT: Yes. We know that flueks
of emus ean pass through a gate in great
numbers in a short space of time. We were
also told that some people get rid of emus
which are on one side of the fence by driv-
ing the emus through a gate to the other
side. Such practices must be stopped.

Mr. Leslie: That was only done {o bring
the trouble to the notice of the authorities.

Mr. TRIAT: But people do it and the
practice must be stopped. The penalty for
leaving gates open should be severe. It ia
very heavy in the Eastern States. There the
fine is £100; if not more. In Western Aus-
tralia, however, a person offending is told
that if he leaves the gate open again he
will «rt into trouble, and he is probably
fined £5. Tbe gates must be kept close!
and the penalty for deliberately leaving
them open should be heavy. These gates
arc open and wired back to the fence, so
there is no doubt about its having been done
intentionally.

The Minister for Mines:
liherate.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. I come now to the
anuestion of wild goats. T thought I had a
lnt of knowledzp of wild goats, hut T find
I have very little. T have much knowledge
of wild oats, but not of wild geats! Onn
pgentleman gave information to the effect

That was de-
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that in ene particular season something in
the vicinity of 20,000 goats were destroyed
on one property. That does not seem cred-
ible. (oats are a menace beeause a goat
will eat as much valuable herbage as will
any sheep. Kangarogds, of course, will eat
as much as goats, but it is not as possible
to poison goats as it is to get rid of kanga-
roos. One or two can be poisoned, but after
that the rest will not touch the water but
will go away. Goats are not the fools that
some people seem to think! The Commis-
sion recommends that there shall be a bonus
of £2 per hundred on wild goats and 25s. on
kangaroos,  Kangaroos are migratory.
When seasons are good, they will appear
in big numbers, eat out all the grass on a
property, and leave immediately they have
finished and go somewhere else. I cannot
wnderstand why kangaroos have increased
to such an extent. For the last two or thres
vears, they have been very valuable, The
skin of a kangaroo of reasonable size is
worth up to 10s., and any sort of skin is
worth 5s. Yet we had evidence that 800
have been killed in one night on ouve sta-
tion.

Mr. Rodoreda: Prople cannot get tyres or
ammunition to go out after them.

Mr. TRIAT: I know; but when kanga-
roos are caught, why not take the skins off
them? Skins worth 10s. each are being al-
lowed to go to waste. If we pay a bonus
of 23s., I think there should be some method
of obtaining the valuable skins and of see-
ing that they are utilised. T subseribe to
the- payment of a bonus on kangaroos be-
cause it is essential to have these pests kept .
in check or eliminated. The Commission has
suggested that new types of vermin should
he declared. There are certain areas in the
North-West and elsewhere where euros and
kangaroos are numerous and should be de-
elared vermin. Ag a matter of fact, euros
are kangaroos. There are two types. One
is the plain kangaroo and the other is the
euro or hill kangaroo, whose fur and skin
are not as valuable as those of the ordinary
kangaroo. There are other areas where wild
goats, wild pigs and wild asses are eausing
loss and these animals should be declared
voermin also. The Commission is of the
opinion that where any wild stoek is cans-
int damase it shoull be declured vermin.
I have never seen assex or dingoes rausing
much damage, hut probably in some parts
of the north eountry thev are doing so.
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Mr. Willmott: Where are the wild pigs?
[Resolved : That motions he eontinued.]

Mr. TRIAT: I have seen none anywhere,
but evidence has been given that in distriets
further north they are dving much damage.
Down this way I do not think they are
munch trouble because there is not enough
for them to live on. Regarding the bonus
on dogs, I think there is a great danger in-
volved and the Government should give eon-
siderafion to the traffic in scalps. It came
to the nottee of the Commission that a good
deal of fraffic in sealps takes place, but it is
hard to prove that a man is so trafficking.
By trafficking 1 do not mean so much the
bringing in of scalps from the Northern
Territory as the actual trafficking in scalps
in Western Australia. It bas been brought
to my notice that one particular institution
in Western Australia breeds dogs for the
purpose of selling the scalps. That should
be investigated by those in aunthority—I
mean by the Police Department—and, if it
i true, action should be taken. If it can
be proved that any particular institation
breeds wild dogs or dogs of any description
for the purpose of selling the sealps, string-
ent action should be taken against it.
Further, where scalps are brought to any
centre in great numbers and paid for by
the local aunthority in that centre, the scalps
should be mutilated to such an extent that
they eannot be sold again. The ears could
be removed from the scalp to prevent a re-
sale. I believe a lot of traffic of that kind
takes place; but if what I suggest were
done, it would prevent extra money being
paid on the one dog. In the Sandstone dis-
trict when a man hands in a dog's sealp it
is destroyed in the presence of the chair-
man and seeretary of the road board and
an authority of the town. Destruetion is
not left till the following day but is accom-
plished immediately and there is ihus no
chance of any trafficking.

Mr. Fox: I am afraid that is nof always
carried out.

Mr. TRIAT: I strongly recommend that
that suggestion be given consideration. We
cannot afford to pay good money by way
of a bonus on a sealp if that scalp is going
to be sold a second time. A considerable
amount of money will be raised by the
methods suggested by the Leader of the
Opposition, who was Chairman of the Com-
mission, The suggestion is that a rate of
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five-sixteenths of a penny in the pound
should be levied on land previously ex-
empted. Schedule “C” of the report sets
out the amount that will be collected and
the method of expenditure. I presume that
every member has read the report and, hav-
ing done so, will realise that some real effort
will he made to eradicate vermin if the sug-
gestion is put into effect. The total amount
of money raised would bhe £78,500 per year.
The total expenditnre would be the same.
The schedule is quite clear for everybody to
follow.

Under this scheme some service will be
given to people in the agricultural and pas-
toril arcas and the fruitgrowing distriets
in the eradication of vermin and pests, and
if the proposal is carried ont for five years,
I feel sure that the State will benefit greatly
by the activities of the board the Commis-
sion suggests should be appointed. I do not
intend to weary the House on this matter.
Other speakers will be able to explain other
matters. The report is also available for
everybody to read. In all honesty I wonld
declare that this Commission went to a good
deal of trouble. The inquiry extended over
a long period and was costly to members
of the Commission, who had to meet per-
sonal expenses out of their own pockets.
When they travelled, they travelled at their
own expense; they could not be paid for
the job. Of course, their meals and beds
were provided, but incidental expenses—
which amounted to a considerable sum—hbad
to bhe paid by the members themselves, I
feel sure that the House will realise that
the investigations were very thorough; and
the recommendations have bheen made with-
out fear or favour. They represent what
the Commission thinks should be done; and
if the snggoestions were put into operation
for a period of five years, this State, at
the end of that time, would not be ahso-
lutely free from vermin, but vermin would
be under control, and the activities of the
State would be able to progress much more
smoothly than is the case today.

The rabbit is a terrific pest to Western
Australia, but it could be overcome very
easily if the matter were taken in hand.
The dog menace could be removed at any
time it was desired. Dogs are well above
ground. They do nob go inte burrows, bot
live on the surface and can be eradicated.
Foxes also can be eliminated. But al] this
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cannot be done without money. We must
have sufficient funds and the amount sug-
gested by the Commission will meet re-
quirements. In my opinion i is incumbent
on everyone to contribute to the eradieation
of vermin from this State. I hope the House
will give favourable consideration to the
report. Before resuming my seat, I pay
tribute to the members of the Commission,
with whom I have been associated, for the
"diligent service they have given in this
work. I hand the palm to the chairman for
bis exeellent work and fair-mindedness.

On motion by the Minister for Agricul-
ture, debate adjourned.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

MOTION—RAILWAYS.

Az to Improtving Metropolitan-Suburban
Services,

Debate resumed from the 3th September
on the following motion by Mr. North:—

That this House recommends that the Gov-
ernment obtain a report in the npear future
upon the best means of improving the Metre-
pelitan-Suburban railway services and sug-
gests that experts be engaged (locally if pos
sible) to advise upon—

1, Straight-out electrification;

2, Diesel electric traction;

3, The elimination of level ecrossings in
favour of subways or bridges;

4, The erection of and best site for a mod-
ern central railway station and tbe substitu-
tion of island platforms in suburban stations
where possible;

3, Any desirable changes in the present
route, including the best site for n new rail-
way bridge over the Swan at Fremantle,

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. M. Marshall—Murchison) [7.52]:
I congratulate the member who moved this
motion on the score of being progressive and
persistent in his desire to keep before the
public the desirability, evidently, of the
Government’s keeping in step with up-to-
date transport facilities. No douht this
keen desire on the part of the hon. member,
and the enthusiasm which impels him to
bring the motion before our notice, have
caused him to overlook the fact that at the
present juncture the Government is faced
with so0 many acute anomalies that it wounld
he of no value whatever to get an expert
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opinion just now, That is so also beeause
of the possibility of a complete change-over
in our railway gauge. The motion asks the
Government to solicit a report from ex-
perts. The matters that the experts are to
deal with pertain to our railway system
as it applies, partienlarly, to the metro-
politan area, Such a report would be made
by individuals who are specialists in rail-
way transport. I point out thai a report
of that nature would not be of the value
that the hon. memher appears fo think it
would be.

Only those who are blind are unaware of
the fact that the development of the in-
ternal combustion engine has practieally
revolutionised - transport. The Government
is facing up to that position, This report
would have to be made by experts who are
peculiarly and particularly versed in rail-
ways. In consequence they would probably
take no cognisance of other mediums of
transport. Such a report at this moment,
as I have already stated, would not be of
the value that members might think without
giving the matter a great deal of considera-
tion. Those of us who have had the op-
portunity—and may I say the good for-
tune—to be members of this Chamber for
a long period know that the matter of elee-
trifying the suburban railway system bas
bheen constantly reviewed. That has been
done to my knowledge, for a period of 25
years. J can remember that, in the first
Parliament in which I had the honour tn
sit, the matter was discussed. I ean in-
form the House that many reports have al-
ready been obtained on this matter and are
in the possession of the Government. Even
as late as Qectober, 1944, a report on this
question was drawn up. I venture to sug-
gest that if these various reports were given
consideration by members, they could come
to no other conelusion than that they con-
tain sufficient information for a decision to
be arrived at.

Mr. Needbam: Why not take action on
the reports you have?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
point out that there is a school of thought
that arrives at conclusions by way of com-
parison without going very deeply into the
subject and ascertaining all the facts. These
people consider it is a practical and physi-
eal possibility for us to run hefore we can
walk. The Government is not unmindful of
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the urgent necessity for a more up-to-date
transport system within the metropolitan
area. As a maiter of fact, that question
will play a very prominent part in our
post-war reconsiruction plans. Let us view
the position as we see it today. Take the
electrification of our metropolitan system!
The first thidg to be considered is the capi-
tal cost of the change-over. That eost must
be in proportion to the population in order
that we may, in some degree, have an as-
surance that the interest, sinking fund pay-
ments, maintenance and other costs on the
capital investment would be met.

Mr. Watts: That is rank heresy, for you.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
density of population is an important fae-
tor in all matters of transport, and the
electrification of the railway system of the
metropolitan area is no different. It was
considered to be a proposition that would
be too heavy, financially, for the people in
Western Australia to carry, in 1921, when
this matter was first considered, and in view
of the fact that in those days the railway sys-
fem was practically the only mode of irans-
port within the metropolitan area, and re-
ceived practically 100 per cent. of patron-
age, particularly from those residing ad-
jacent to the railways, the position would
be worse today. Though the population of
the metrepolitan area has increased, so has
the ecompetition that the railway system
has to meet. The danger of over-capital-
isation, by virtue of the change-over, does
not seem to be eny less today, taking all
the circumstances into consideration, than
it was in 1921. Assuming that the railway
system in the metropolitan area is to he
electrified, what guarantee would there be
that those who have transferred their
patronage to other forms of transport will
return to the railways?

Electrie traction may appear te be more
attractive than steam traction, but it would
probably be an almost daily oceurrence to
observe, side by side with electrification of
the railways in the metropolitan area,
wmore speedy and luxurious forms of trans-
porf on the voads, in eompetition with the
reilways. We therefore reach a point
where it is doubtful whether the ¢ommun-
itv could earry the heavy financial respon-
sibility involved in the transformation of
our railway system. It is not a problem
that stands alone, and I wounld remind
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members that it will probably be necessary,
in the near future, for this Government to
face up to the. question of the standard
gauge. If that bappened after the electri-
fication of the metropolitan railway sys-
tem, is it suggested that we should diseard
the whole of that capitalisation, which
would be almost inevitable if we had to ac-
cept the present route as the correct ome
for the uniform gauge? That possibility is
not remote, and therefore of what valua
would a report on that matter be at this
Juncture?

Mr. Seward: The Minister surely does
not contemplate converting all the subur-
ban railways to a standard gauge?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Government has to face up to all these
problems and is not unmindful of the fact
that the existing service—

Mr. Withers: Is the worst in the world.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
would not say that. You probably remem-
ber, Mr. Speaker, that you and I enjoyed
each other’s ecompany—

The Minister for Lands: That is a differ-
ent tale from what we generally hear,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
While on a visit to the Eastern Siates,
where we visited Queensland. There I had
the opportunity to ohserve the standard of
service rendered to the people of Brisbane
and I say frankly that, in comparison, we
have very little to worry about in Western
Australia.

Mr. Rodoreda:
land.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Members can be as joeular as they like
about it.

Mr. J. Hegney: How long is it sinee the
Minister was in Queensland ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
About four years ago. I saw that serviece
beeause I was interested in the matter and
wanted to make the comparison, I {ravelled
round {he suburbs to ascertain whether
there was any distinet difference in the stan-
dards, and I venture to 3uggest that there
was not. The Government does not believe
that what prevails in other States should
necessarily be good enough as the standard
in Western Ausiralia. I only made that
statement to show that we speedily econdemn
what exists in Western Australia, not realis-
ing that by comparison it is not behind

Then God help Queens-
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other States that are using a similar form oi
utility. In some regards it might truthfully
be stated that what we have in Western
Australia is in advance of what exists in
other States, but the Government is not sat-
isfied with the standard of serviee at pre-
sent being rendered.

The Government is confronted with seve-
ral problems on which, at this juncture, dur
to the uncertainty of the position, it is hard
to decide whether it is advisable to enter on
extensive cxpenditure, Speaking personally,
I do not think that people who have been
accustomed to using the more modern form
of road transport would change back to
train travelling even though the railways
were electrified. The points raised in fav-
our of electrification are that electrie trains
are more speedy and that a more frequent
serviee ought to be possible. I have my
doubts about its being more speedy. When
we realise that the stopping places are so
close one fo the other, the matter of time
saved for the whole trip would be very little
indeed.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are you dealing with the
electrification of trains?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I could not understand the interjection and
‘herefore cannot answer; besides, to do so
would be disorderly.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are you dealing with
the electrification of trains?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
I would like to see electrification applied to
rome members and then they might realise
that speed might bring disaster. While mem-
pers may be desitons of geiting things ac-
complished quickly, if catastrophe befel] us,
they would be ready to step from under and
leave the Government to shoulder the re-
sponsibility and condemnation for having
failed to show any vision.

Mr. Thorn: As you have done in the past,

Mr. W. Hegney: Speak up!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
would he delightful to hear the member for
Toodyay speak up.

Mr. Thorn: You would not understand me
if T did.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There would be some small saving, of time,
but not to the extent members would lead
v's to believe. Dealing further with the mat-
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ter of speed but apart from eleetrified rail-
ways, we constantly hear in the House and
in the streets of the city the statement that,
if we had railways of o wider gauge, the
speed could be increased to a phenomenel
extent, and that the narrow gauge is respon-
sible for the slowness of our railway trans-
port system. We are constantly being told
what a slow journey it is on the Perth-Kal-
goorlie section of the Perth-Sydney run. We
are told that if we had a 4ft. 8lbin. gauge
line, a speed of 40, 50 or even 60 miles an
bour would he possible,

Mr. Seward: That argumcent did not come
from this side of the House.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
argument is frequently used, just as it is
being used now. To satisfy mysélf whether
the eomparison was sound, I took the tronble
to ascertain just what times are occupied on
the trans. line, From Perth to Adelaide is
a distance of 1,622 miles and the time oceu-
pied is 65 hours, an average speed of 24.93
miles per hour. Most of that is on the 4f1.
814in., gauge.

Mr. Styants: On a wartime restricted
speed. Deal with the speed in pre-war days
and see how it compares!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Am
T not just as entitled to say that the slowness
of our trains is due to wartime conditions?

Mr. Styents: No, that is entirely wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
would not be altogether correct. I venture
to suggest that, if I put in the old schedule,
there would be no 50 or 60 miles an hour
about it. I point out, too, that where the
more speedy trains are operating, the aver-
age speed is lower. From Perth to Melbourne
is a distance of 2,105 miles. The journey
accupies 85 hours and the average per hour
is only 24.76 miles. Part of this is on the
5ft. 3in. gauge.

Mr. Seward: Is that running time?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No,
that is the time oeccupied for the whole
Jjourney.

Mr. Triat: The Spirit of Progress would
do over 40 miles an hour.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Let
me give the figures for the run from Perth
to Sydney, a distance of 2,695 miles. The
time occupied is 109 hours, and the average
speed is the lowest of all, namely, 24.72
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miles per hour. The point I wish to make
is that the complaints about the slowness of
the trains in this State are a little overdone.

Mr. Styants: I will bet you did not take
those figures out for yourself.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Kal-
goorlie may speak for himself when the time
comes.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
wish to deal with the proneness of people to
condemn our railways for slowness, and to
show that when we investigate the facts,
we find that all their talk about 40, 50, or
60 miles an hour is without foundation.

Mr. W. Hegrney: Have you the figures for
the Kalgoorlie-Port Pirie section separately?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Question time
is not now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Government realises that the railway sys-
tem, particularly the portion in the metro-
politan area, is not all that could be desived.
Nor do we argue that the serviee cannot be
speeded up. This is a problem with which
the Government is confronted at present.
There is another matter that must be con-
sidered in regard to the slowness of passenger
trains operating in the metropolitan area,
and this is that all goods traffic must
be carried over the same Jines. The
schedule must be so arranged as to
permit of goods traffic going to and from
Fremantle as well as passenger trains.
‘No doubt the diffienlty could be overcome by
hauling smaller loads, thus permitting goods
trains to travel at a higher rate of speed.
But, again, we would have to put on a greater
number of goods trains in order to eope
with the traffic. I venture to suggest that
if the present form of steam transportation
were brought right up to date, if all our
rollingstock and iractive power were brought
to the point of efficiency where one could say
they were nearly 100 per cent., we could
speed up our metropolitan transport mater-
ially. But the Government is confrontéd
with a difficulty, and not with the modern-
ising of the rollingstock. I would say ip
passing that if our rollingstock were brought
up to modern ideas, if it were clean and
Juxurious, as we find it on some trains—

Mr. Watts: That would be wonderful.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

would, and we are hoping the time is not
far distant when it will be.
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Mr. Watts: We are looking to you‘to
do it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
would remind the hon. memher, who seems
to be desirous of making my speech for
me——

My, Thorn: Many a time you have done
it for me.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
member for Toodyay to keep oxder.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
would remind the hon. member opposite that
there is another school of thought which
contends that, beeause the war is over, the
whole of our difficulties can be overcome by
the waving of a magic wand. The depart-
ment is inundated with all sorts of requests,
and the reason for them is that the war
is finished. But the people making those re-
quests do so withont giving the Government
any possible opportunity to do what is re-
quired; in fact, the Government is in aceord
with much that is requested. I would say
that there are not at present 100 more men
available to the department on account of
the cessation of hostilities. Some 1,370 em-
Ployees of the railways and tramways are
still absent on service. Then it is also neces-
sary to obtain requisites, such as parts, and
much new rollingstock kas to be built. In
fairness to the Government, these matters
should be given sericus consideration by the
critics of the system.

The Government should not be asked to
perform miracles. It has numerous reports,
which are available to members should they
desire to peruse them, on all these different
modes of transport, and I venture to say
that if we went to further expense to obtain
additional reports, they would not be of
any greater value than those we now have.
The obstacles which are now in the way of
the Government are responsible for holding
these matters up, but we hope that in the
very near future we shall be able to sur-
mount them and make a sincere and com-
scientious effort to do what is right by the
people. We must realise the fact—it would
be very foolish on the part of the Govern-
ment not to do so—that no matter how we
may modernise our railways they will be
open to dangerous competition from modern
scientific inventions, We now have trans-
port by air, and do not forget that this
invention has not yet been weaned.



790

‘Mr. Seward: You will not have that com-
petition in snburban traffie, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
it will be competition further afield. I hope
the hon. member is not unmindful of the
fact that the Government has to faee such
competition. He will not deny that it is
but right and just that the people whom he
represents should benefit from the post-war
reconstruction programme as well as the
people in the metropolitan distriet. All the
people throughout the length and breadth of
the State should benefit. May I suggest
most humbly to those who reside in the eity
that the people who live in the North-West
portion of the State and in even more iso-
lated centres, as well as those who live in
rural areas, are cntitled to some considera-
tion? In order to secure greater speed and
more frequency of service, our rollingstock
must be brought up to date, and we should
give the people good comfortable clean eom-
partments to travel in, thus making the ser-
vice more attractive, so that its earning capa-
eity will be equivalent to that which we
might expect to receive under a system of
electrification.

The Minister for Works: Some members
of the public should treat the compartments
better than they do today, too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Go
where one likes, one will find people com-
stantly complaining about publie utilities, yet
they themselves do not consider their own
conduct. To illustrate, I will quote a case
in point which came under my notice onmly
yesterday or the day hefore. God knows
that the complaints about onr tramway sys-
tem are to an ecxtent justified; I refer to
the slowness of the trams and their irregu-
larity, and no one can deny that the system
is not 100 per cent.

Mr. Cross: It is time it was scrapped.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
is quite true,

Mr. Watts: Other things ought to be
serapped, including the ope behind the Min-
ister.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
applies to politicians, too. As I say, I was
watching people hoarding and alighting
from a tram, Those who eame from the
outer suburhs got off and had a look at the
time by the Town Hall eloek. Fach pas-
senger did so as he got off the tram. A lady
with a baby boarded the tram and the
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driver took her perambulator to the bot-
tom end of the tram. Emmediately he did
so, the lady rushed out of the tram and
said, *‘Hold on a moment until I get the
pillows out of the pram.'” She ran down
and got the pillows, and kept the tram full
of people waiting.

Mr. Cross: What would you have done?!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know what the hon. member would have
done.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
menmber for Canning to keep order.

The MINISTEE FOR RAILWAYS: That
is an instanee to show how some people are
careless, indifferent and selfish when it
comes to a question of the welfare of
others. Yet these same people complain
about the slowness of the trams. On numer-
ous occasions people can be seen conversing
in trams and trains, thos deliberately
holding up the other passengers who are
anxious to get to their destination.

As T say, however, much counld be said
in condemnation of the rollingstock and the
schedules today. No one would deny that,
but until we can get the material and the
fabour to overcome the difficulty, sorvely
members will be just enough to admit that
the Government can do bat little to remedy
the matter. One steps into an apartment
on a railway train, and I agree that much
of the rollingstock is deplorable. It is un-
elean. Again, the reply is that the labour
1s not available and we eannot attend to
these matters. But, as the Deputy Premier
rightly pointed out, let us look at the de-
struction of the rollingstock that is per-
petrated hy the travelling community,
the vandalism by larrikins—and ‘‘larri-
kinesses,”’ too—without any thought of the
consequences of such damage to other
travellers. So I am of opinion that, having
regard to the circumstances of the position,
and realising what ean happen in the very
near future in respect of a wider gauge,
any report that might he submitted today,
or soon, preceding any particular change-
over which we anticipate, would be quite
nseless until we have something definite in
regard to that proposed alteration.

T understand there is some possibility of
a proposal—that is all it is: I definitely
emphasise the word ‘‘proposal’’—of the
wider gaupe taking some route other than
the existing one. If that were done, it
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would be a far cheaper proposition for the
State Government to have its gauge put
alongside the other at the same time. Then
all the transport of goods to and from the
port could take that route, thus freeing
the present lines for passenger traffie and
speeding up transport materially compared
with what it is today when we are hauling
our goods along the same line. The hon.
gentleman mentioned Diesel electric trains.
The cost of suitable types of Diesel trains
18 particularly heavy, but I understand that
there are some on tender and they may
ultimately reach this State. We are hoping
that they will; and when the time arrives
for them to he put into active service, they
may lend a helping hand in speeding up
metropolitan traffic.

Mr. Withers: WWhat about the
blocks ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have already mentioned that they are not
going to be overlooked. Whatever may have
heen tbe sufferings of folk in the metro-
peolitan urea, they have no cognisance, they
have not the slightest knowledge, of the
sufferings and inconvenience endured by
people travelling long distances. Country
people have always had to put up with
those disadvantages, noi just temporarily
during the war period.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 point out to the Min-
tster that the motion deals only with the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Thorn: He ought {o know that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: SoT
put to the House what could be and may be,
depending on what the Government thinks
fit and proper, and having regard to the
number of vehicles that may be obtained
and the best purpose for which they could
he used; in short, having regard to all
factors. The next point the motion deals
with is the elimination of level erossings
and the substi*ution of subways or bridges.
No-one can deny the ugliness of level eross-
ings. They are ugly from more points than
one. Thev are ugly from the point of view
of loss of human Tife, and they lend no
beauty to their surroundings. That is
mainly dne to the fact that every endeavour
is made for level crossings to give all traffie
—both railway and vehicular—an oppor-
tuniiy to see what is approaching. Na
matter whether it be a train or a vehicle,

bhack
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the driver is watching, the one for a vehiele
and the ather for a train; and any obstrue-
tion to a elear view would he dangerous.

I am douhtful whether the Government
wounld hesitate in regard to replacing level
crossings by subways or bridges, but this
is a matter that must wait until we can get
labour and materials. Strange to relate, both
subways and bridges absurh  exaetly the
same material that is so urgently required
for better housing facilities. So the prob-
lem does nnt require any report. The Gov-
ernment is well aware of the difficulties and
the objectionable features in regavd to level
crossings ‘and will no doubt give considern-
tion as early as possible to a ehange-over,
something wmore sightly, in the first place,
and something a lot less dangerous, in the
second place—or members can place those
points in reverse order if they like. The
Government is not nwnmindful of the need;
but of what value would a report bef? All
that could be said about level crossings is
already known. The Government iz well
aware of it and will take pecessary action
when practicable and humanly possible.

The next point dealt with was the site for
a central railway station. The question with
which we are confronted in this respeet is:
Where ean we find » more central site for a
railway station in the metropolitan area
than the present? I venture to say no mem-
ber would suggest that there is another site
available to the Government that could he
more central than the existing site. Very
well, then! Suppose we change to somc
other site. What happenst Immediately
we did that, the chances are thal we would
lose the patronage we now receive, because
peaple would say, “I am not going to
North Perth or South Perth or somewhere
else to the central railway station; I am
going to cateh a bus® There is no other
site of which I am awave that is more ap-
propriately central than the existing one.
Here again, I suggest that a modern build-
ing, something that would lend architectural
bheauty to the city in the first place and
make conditions more amenable and agree-
able to employees so that they would ren-
der effective service, in the second place, is
neeessary; hut to change the site would be
dangerous; because, although the traffic the
railways handle is slight, the patronage they
enjoy would be lessened if the station were
removed, so I do nof think a report on that
point wonld be partienlarly serviceable,
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The last point raised by the hon. member
is in regard to any desirable changes in the
present route, including the best site for
a new railway bridge over the Swan at Fre-
mantle. We also have reports on this mat-
ter. The present railway bridge serves the
purpose, and I think that the proposals in
regard to the uniform gauge—vwhich are
only proposals, may I emphasise—contem-
plate the line terminating at the North
Wharf. That is for the present, anyhow.
Even when the proposal is given effect to
it will be some time before the uniform
gauge line will run aeross the Swan River.
One factor that has to be eonsidered in this
question is the extension of Fremantle Har-
bour. We have a very good report by Sir
George Buchanan on this subject. These
ave preblems with which the Government is
confronted all the fime. If we wers now to
get a report saying that the railway bridge
should be 50 or 100 yards further up the
river, and we gave effect to that report, the
bridge might, when we built the additions
to Fremantle Harbour, or extended the wider
gange to Fremantle, be in such a position as
to be entirely uneconomical.

No member will argue that the possibility
of speedy development in Western Auns-
tralin will not eventuate. As development
foes on s0 our railways and our transport
system—a part of which is the Fremantle
Harbour—must be enlarged. We must make
haste slowly in this regard in case we involve
ourselves in the expenditure of hundreds
of thousands of pounds an a bridge which
ultimately will be found to be completely
and economically impossible beeause of its
geographical position. The Government is
not asleep to the problems confronting it,
nor are its members apathetie or indifferent
to the wishes of members who speak for the
public and whose utterances are respected
on that ground. But the Government has to
be mighty eaveful to see that it does not
involve itself, at the moment, in huge ex-
penditure on improvements, only to find
that, within a very short (ime, they have
become practicolly useless. Money, no doubt,
will play a prowinent part in the develop-
ment of this eountry. While it may be pos-
sible for a (Government to find £1,500,000
per day for war, it will be found that all
sorts of restrictions will be imposed on_ex-
penditure for the welfare of humanity—and
that will apply the world over and not to
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Western Australia alone! Those are the
views that are held by the Government.

There is not the slightest intention to flout
any desire that the people, or the represen-
tatives of the people may have. My point
about this motion is that at this time any
report would he useless because of the un-
vertainty of the very near fufure. That is
all that is in it. We do not wish to go to
the expense of obtaining another report
when we realise that, be it ever such a good
report, it would be quite uscless in view of
what may happen in the days to come. As
I caid before, I admire the member for
Claremont who moved the motion. He is
constantly in step with progress and is
always advoeating progressive reforms. To
that extent he has my congratulations. But
he should realise, and so should other mem-
bers, that the prollems ahead of the Govern-
ment are many, and it would be unwise to he
stampeded into doing something that may at
great cxpense, alleviate the position for the
time being, only to find, within a short
period, that the expenditure was not war-
ranted. Any number of reports are avail-
able to the hon. member if he wants them.
He, or anvone else, ean peruse them if he
feels inclined and is sufficiently interested
to do so. Ic would then be well satisfied
with the many proposals and suggestions
that have becn made. I have no more to say
on the matter. The Government will notl be
lacking in its duty in watehing earefully all
that mizht happen in the future, with a view
to seeing that the publie’s money is spent
wisely, so that it will be of the greatest
service to the people.

MR. RODOREDA (Reehourne) [848]:
My contribution to this debate will be fairly
brief, Before going further we should look
closely into what the motion says. It states
that the Government should obtain & report
in the near future upon the hest means of
providing the metropolitan suburban railway
services and suggests that experts be en-
gaged to advise upon clectrification, Diesel
clectric traction, the elimination of level
erossings in favour of subways or bridges,
the erection of and best site for a modern
cenfral railway station, ete, T am dis-
appointed indeed in the Minister's speech. He
said that monev and manpower are involved
and made the point in regard to lack of
materials with which to carry out the im-
provements sugmested by the motion. As far
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as I can see the motion does not call for any
expenditure of money, but merely asks for
a report to be submitted on all the sub-
headings mentioned.

I listened attentively to what the Minis-
ter had to say, which has led me to the
conclusion that we should carry this motion.
He gave no indication of any policy that
the Government has in regard to railways.
- There was not one suggestion. If we want
a report on anything in this State, we want
it upon our railways. The average time
taken from here to Sydney has very little
bearing on the time taken from Midland
Junction to Fremantle, or on the late run-
ning of trains, and while the Railway De-
partment may have some justificatidn for
saying that war eonditions have been respon-
sible for many of these things, all these
points were the subject of debate in this
House long before the war. The late run-
ning of trains has been chronic in this State
for as long as I can remember, though it
is not tolerated in the rallway system of any
other State. Our railway gauge, whatever
it might be, is quite beside the point, and
once a timetable is laid down surely we can
expect the railway authorities to keep some-
where near it. I admit that the war hag
eaused diffieulties in keeping the engines up
to the mark, and has been responsible for
the lack of experienced men, but it eannot
be said to he rvesponsible for &ll these
troubles. I thirk the reports, submitted
years ago, that the Minister says are avail-
able, were mostly submitted from the Rail-
way Department itself.

The Minister said that the time was not
ripe and that the population wes not big
enongh to support straight out electrifica-
tion or Diesel-electric traction. That may be
the point of view of the Commissioner of
Railways or of the Minister, but I have no
faets on which to base an opinion, and I
think a report is necessary now. If we get
a report, that does nol mean that we have
to iaplement its recommendations fomorrow.
Parliament and the Government have a say
after the report is published. We all know
the attiiude of the Railway Department on
the elimination of level crossings. The de-
partment fought against any improvement
in that regard for as long as I can remem-
ber. It has always been the argument that
someone other than the Railway Department
should stand the cost of eliminating level
crossings, but at the present day we are
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crazy to stand for level erossings in the
metropolitan area, yet there is no sugges-
tion from the Minister that the position will
be rectified as soon as men and materials
are available,

This House has nothing to go on regard-
ing Government policy in the matter of the
elimination of level erossings, which I think
we all consider should be proceeded with
as early as possible. It is absurd to say
that most of the materials used in the con-
struction of a subway or bridge are also
used in house construction, beecause subways
and bridges are mostly steel work. The
selection of a central railway station is de-
pendent upor information and knowledge
that I do not possess, and which I think most
of the Cabinet Ministers do not possess, and
the need for a report there is obvious, more
particularly now that the uniform gauge is
under diseussion. Possibly the central
station could be on the lines of the Vietorian
system, a mile or so out in the suburbs, at
least as regards the terminus for country
trains. I do not agree with the Minister’s
contention that there is only one place for
the central railway station, though I have
no data on which to hase my opinion, and
I think the request for a report is justified.
Briefly, those are my reasons for supporting
this motion. [ am not going into any de-
tail regarding the running of the railways,
but I have given my views and I support
the motion.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.55]: T am
pleased with one aspeet of the Minister’s
reply to this motion, in that he admits there
are defects in the railways, and there is
therefore some hope for the future. In the
early part of his remarks the Minister ex-
pressed doubt as to whether the population
could stand the cost of electrification of the
railways.

Mr. Cross: I douht whether they can
stand geing without it.

My. SEWARD: 1T draw the Minister's
attention to the fact that nothing has heen
done to keep the capital eost of the railways
at anything like the figure at which it shonld
be. Each year, as eapital expenditure has
been inecurred, it has sunply been added to
the previous amounts of ecapital expendi-
ture, but in those years—some time ago now
of ecourse—when profits were made from the
railways, those profits were not written off
capital. There has been wo revalnation of
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the assets and =0, as js frequently pointed
out, in that capital expenditure are assets
that bhave long since disappeared from the
railways. Consequently the people of this
State—both country and suburban railway
users—are being charged fares based on
capital which is non-existent. Other States
have taken measures to write off dead capi-
tal, and consequently the fares there are
hased on more reasonable figures than is the
case in this State. Until something is done
to deal with dead capital our railway sys-
tem will be grossly over-capitalised.

The Minister stated that lack of patron-
age of the suburban railways was due to
aetive competition outside the railways—
more particularly in recent years—but I
ack the Minister what he thinks has brought.
about that competition. Admittedly some
of our suburban areas are located far from
the railways and in those eases it is obvious
that there must be competition, but I ven-
ture te say that people will not stand in a
queue in St. George’s-terrace, in the raim, in
the winter wmonths, waiting for buses, f
they can get rapid transport from the cen-
tral station to their suburban stations, and
obviously a train can cater for more people
than ean quite a lot of buses. Tlntil tae
Government faees up to some of the prob-
lems, with which the Minister admits it is
faced, the railways will continue to lose the
patronage of the public. It is no use the
Minister telling us that there are reports
and that the Government is faced with these
problems in relation to suburban traffie and
other problems relating to primary and sec-
ondary industries; the problems must he
dealt with.

In recent vears we have seen put into ser-
vice buses twice the size of those formerry
used. The road transport people are in-
creasing their facilities, but I do not thin«
the Minister ecan point to any increased faci-
lities or better speeds in the Railway De-
partment, Until those aspeets are dealt with
the Railway Department will continue to
lose the patronage of the public. One part
of the Minister’s speech that filled me, with
serions misgivings was when he referred
to the possibility of the standardisation of
ouy railways.

That is one report that is not heing pi-
geon-holed and put inte the background—I
refar to the plan for the standardisation of
railways, I fear that will be rammed down
our throats, whether we want it or not, as
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l said & few nights ago, in bringing the
matter before the publie. I would be as-
tounded if the Government were to contem-
plate eonverting the suburban railway sys-
tem to the standard gauge of 4ft. §l%in.
What is there to be gained by it? The Min-
ister implied that we could eonvert our lines
to the standard gauge in order to increase
the speed. We have read in the reports of
the Railways Commissioners in South
Africa and Japan for years past of trains
running from 40 to 60 miles. an hour on
lines of 3ft. Bin. gauge.

The Premier: That might be clap-trap,
too. .

Mr. SEWARD: But in this State we do
not expect to find clap-trap in the report of
the Commissioner of Railways, and I do not
think 1t appears in similar reports in other
countries. In my opinion it is not elap-
trap.

The Premier: Perhaps Sir Harold Clapp.

Mr. SEWARD: The reports on the South
African and Japanese railways have been
quoted by me and by the member for Al-
bany.

Mr. Watts: And the member for Kal-
goorlie.

Mr. SEWARD: That is s0. Those reports
show the times occupied hy their trains for
certain journeys. They have lines of 3ft.
Gin. gauge, and so I am satisfied there is no
need to increase the gauge here merely to
obtain an inerease in speed.

The Minister for Lands: You could not
get that speed with so many stoppages be-
tween Perth and Fremantle.

Mr. SEWARD: The point I am making
is that there is no need to alter the gauge
in order to inerease the speed.

The Minister for Railways: I myself im-
plied that.

Mr. SBEWARD: The Minister indicated
the possibility of altering the gauge on
suburban lines in order to secure inereased
speed. To do that, in my opinion, would
he calamitous. I hope that the other re-
ports, which the Minister says are in pos-
session of the department, will receive
equal prominence with that of Sir Harold
Clapp. The Minister advanced the war as
a reason for not doing mueh to bring our
railways up to date. We are all aware of
that, He also told us that manpower had
proved a difficulty. We know that also.
However, T turned up the rveport of the
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Commissioner of Railways which was re-
cently tabled, and found that the staff em-
ployed by the Railway Department last
year totalled 8,362, while in 1841, only four
years ago, the total was 7,887. Conse-
quently, there are 500 more men employed
in the railways today than there were in
1941. Thus the staff is not depleted. I
would not say that the present employees
are as competent as those who were in the
service before the war. Obviously, if we
allow skilled men to go away and have to
employ other men in their place, those men
will not be so skilled in the work. Still, the
total number and more are there. I wounld
also draw the attention of the Minister to
the faet that the railways bave not been
losing much patronage. Separate fpgures
are not given for suburban and country
traffic in this report, but the total num-
ber of passengers carried ‘in 1941 was
11,518,000, compared with 18,000,000 last
year.

The Minister for Railways: That is ac-
counted for by Service personnel.

Mr. SEWARD: I admit that Service per-
sonnel has created a fair amount of traf-
fic, but not so much in the last 12 months
as in previous years. I do not profess to
he eonversant with suburban traflic because
I seldom use suburban trains. If T have
oceasion to go to Fremantle, I take a bus
beeause to go to Fremantle and baek by
railway would oceupy a full day when one
has any business to transaei at the port.
Consequently, I patronise a bus in order
to get through the job in half o day.

Mr. J. Hegney: 1 do not think you are
alone in that, either.

Mr. SEWARD: I am certain I am not.
I was interested in the statement by the
Minister for Railways about the travelling
public being unsympathetic and not assist-
ing tram conductors, for the sake of argu-
ment. in speeding up the service. Here is
something that ought to interest the Min-
ister. On the Gth January last, T was in
Perth and had an appointment with the
Under Seeretary for Agriculture at 4 p.m.
I suddenly became aware that the time was
seven minutes to four, so I canght a tram
at Harvest-terrace and travelled to Bar-
rack-street. When we got there the driver
beckoned to another tramway employee,
who left the footpath and walked over to
the platform of the car. The driver dis-
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appeared and the tram stood in Barraek-
street for five minutes. Then the driver
returned with some parcels under his arm
and drove off. That tram was full of people
and yet was held up for five minutes while
the driver went away to do some business.
Consequently, an unsympathetic attitude
also exists on the side of the tramway em-
ployees.

I hope that the new Minister will not en-
tirely take the side of the Railway Depart-
ment, as he did to a considerable extent

‘tonight. He knows as well a5 do many mem-

bers that the railways have to be speeded
up and modernised to meet the eondifions
demanded by the travelling pubhe. It is
not sufficient to tell us that reports are
available in the department. We shounld
certainly get other reports to help us to
solve this problem. It certainly is a prob-
lem. We cannot afford to have Budget de-
ficits created each year by the railways.

The Minister for Railwavs: If you read
the motion, yon will find that the mover is
satisfied with the report from the depart-
ment. .

Mr. SEWARD : He is asking for a report
on the best means of speeding wp and im-
proving the suburban services, and in that
respect I support him. If the Minister has
a lot of reports in the department, he should
extraet the best from them. I want to sec
something done. The Minister spoke about
the travelling punblic coming from the eoun-
try. I travel frequently on the Albany
train, and that train is often stopped at
suburban stations all the way from Midland
Junction to Perth to ecater for suburban
traffic. That is not right. People who have
done a journey of 300 miles——

The Minister for Railways: What about
n journey of 715 miles from Wiluna, and
we have a similar experience,

Mr. SEWARD: I am surprised that the
Minister has not got that altered. At any
rate, I should be able to enlist his sym-
pathy, Only in recent years have long-dis-
tancg trains stopped at suburban statioms,
I will not name the gentleman whe intro-
duced that change, but it was wrong that
such a change should have heen made. The
only reason for pulling up country trains
in that way is that there is no suburban
train from Midland Junction at about the
same fime. I hope-the Minister will alter
that arrangement so that the travelling puhb-
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lie will be encouraged to patronise the
trains and thus help us to balance the Bud-
get. We cannot continue year: after year
ineurring deficits. Of course those people
who cannot conveniently be served by trains
would continne to nse other means of trans-
port, but other people for whom the trains
would be convenient would use them if they
were brought up to standard and made to
meet present-day requirements. On those
groonds T support the motion.

M2. CICS8S ((anning) [9.8]: In my
opinion only good wonld resnlt from the
presentation of a veport as sought by the
motion, heeause the time is long overdue
when some improvement should have heen
made in the metropolifan transport services.
I wonder how many members realise that
50 yoars ago a passenger train occupied
45 minutes to eomplefe the journey from
Fremantle to Perth, a distance of about 12
1/3rd miles, and that the time ocenpied on
the journey today is the same.

Mr, J. Hegney: We have the same engines
today.

Mr. CROSS: Some of them are still run-
ning. The member for Pingelly told us that
when he has occasion to go to Fremantle,
he travels by bps in order fo save tiwme,
Has the hon. member noticed the scheduled
time for the bus journey? The bus takes
within five minutes of the time oceupied by
the train and sometimes longer. They run
just as late on oceasions az do the trains,

The Minister for Railways: They are left
on the roadside in the daytime,

Mr. CROSS: Yes, for sevren or cight
trips. If members doubt that statement, let
them o to South Perth and try to get on
a Metro bus coming to town. On occasions,
a person would miss five or six buses. T
agrea that it is time some inquiry was made
into the possibility of electrifying the pas-
senger transport service in the metropolitan
area. A start conld be made on the electri-
fication of the section from Perth to Fre-
mantle, a disiance of 12 miles. I de not
think it will c¢ost sueh an immense -sum of
money as some people think, Some 15 to 20
coaches would be required and the cost would
bhe only £2,000 per mile for the overhead
equipment. TIf the department did that and
diverted the country goods traffic zlong a
line outside the ecity, éither north or south,
it would meet the case. At present, all
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country goods trafic has to come through
the bottle-neek of Perth, It would be in-
teresting to know how much overtime the
Railway Depariment has to pay in order to
run these trains at night. They must come
through the eity noew and that affects the
runnine  of passenger transport. Those
geods trains cannot be run in the daytime,
Pooete the line must be kept elear of
traffic not only for the country passenger
trains but for the metropolitan passcnger
trains as well. The electrification of the
system from Perth to Fremantle would be
an improvement.

The Premier: If you electrify that por-
tion, you will surely give the department
a shoek. '

Mr. CROSS: It would give someone =n
shock. Instead of having a train per hour
in the slack time of the day, people would
pet what they wanted. Trains could he run
more frequently. A train could be run every
ten minutes; a gnard would not be required,
but only the driver. The tickets could be
colleeted at the station as they are collected
now. Probably more stations ecould he put
on the route. There is this ahout electrieally-
driven traffic, as everyone kmows: Most
members have been to Sydney and seen the
electrie trains there. They will have noted
that these electrically-driven vehicles speed
up quicker than does any other vehicle on
the face of the earth. Steam trains have
to gather speed. Usually, on suburban ser-
vices, the engine pulls a train of eight or
nine coaches and has to contend with one
or two grades, so that by the time the train
reaches the next station it has not got full
speed up. That is not so with an electrically-
driven vehicle. We could have a report on
the electrification of the system and upon
the advisability of diverting goods trafiic
around the city, as is done in Sydney.

The Minister for Railways: What would
it cost to divert the goods traffic round the
city?

Mr, CROSS: T do not know, but saoner
or later it will have to be done. This motion
deals with metropolitan passenger {ransport,
but I wish to touch on a point not men-
tioned by it. Goods traffic does not run
throngh any modern city. That is the case
in Melhourne and Sydney, and ihe time will
come when goods traffie will not pass through
Perth. We shall then be up to date. It
is because we are behind the times that we
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hear complaints. The bus services have
robbed the railways of their passengers;
we all know that to be the case. People
can get on a trolley-bus or.a Metro bus at
Bay View-terrace in Claremont and travel
to Perth. They do so because they thus avoid
having to walk to the Claremont station and
wait perhaps an hour for a train. There is
a bus every five minutes and at eertain
times a trolley-bus every three minutes, and
the trip takes five minutes less than the rail
journey. People will not wait for the trains.
In Sydney, as members know, where there
are level crossings the trains go under-
ground: in faet, many of the electyie stations
in Sydney are built underground, as they
are in London and all other up-to-date cities.

The Minister for Lands: Many other
things are underground in Sydney, too.

Mr. CROSS: It seems to me that there
must be some drastic changes. I am of
opinion that the motion does not go far
enough and I intend to move an amendment.
I hope I shall he in order, but generally
speaking I think that any report on our
passenger traftic should be considered in con-
junetion with passenger transport facilities
in the metropolitan ares, as the two matters
are very closely related. The scope of this
motion should be extended to cmbraec all
passenger transport facilities, because the
way in which things are developing, instead
of there heing eo-ordination between the
varions services, dislocation between them is
increasing. Now the war is over our traffie
should be co-ordinated.

We have heard talk about our trams being
slow, but I point out that any person ean
walk along Hay-street to Milligan-street any
day of the week, at any time between 9 and

5 o'clock, and find cars parked on hoth*

sides of the street, as well as trucks. He
will find seven or eight wvehicles parked
two in from the kerh and very often on the
tram line itself. TIf one were to make a note
of the time they were parked, it would be
found that they were standing there for
several minutes hanging up the traffic. Thus
the tram service is delayed. However, the
tram service is entirely out of date; it is teo
slow. Az a matter of fact, the railways,
the trolley-buses and the trams have never
been run in order to get a profit from them.
Our country railways have nof been run in
- order to make a profit. If they were, the
fares would have been raised a long time
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ago. Since the war, fares have been in-
creased by 100 per cent. in Great Britain.
There the railways are run by private com-
panies, which must make them pay. It is
all very well for people to say that the rail-
ways ought to pay, but they are not likely
to do so when one considers that the eost
of the service has doubled in the last 15 or
20 years. The basic wage in 1938 was £3
8s.; today it is £5 odd. The price of coal
has gone up at least 10s. a ton. All other
expenscs have increased, but the fares are
still the same.

Mr. Thorn: Daes the Midland Railway line
pay?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CROSS: The Midland line has noth-
ing to do with the motion. There are other
reasons why that line pays. Its traffic does
not pay.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CROSS: All these things should be
taken into consideration at the one time. I
agree that level crossings should he
eliminated, but I would point out that the
matter requires much consideration. I think
there are more level erossings in the district
I represent that in any other part of the
metropolitan area, and if they are removed
then facilities will have to be found for the
people to get from one side of the railway
to the other. If some of the level crossings
in my eleciorate: were removed, it would
cost thonsands of pounds to make a road for
the people to get over the line, Those people
bave heen settled in the distriet for 20 or
30 years and are certainly entitled to aceess
to those roads which hithereto they have been
using. So the matter of the elimination of
level erossings is not a simple problem. Tt
would be secarcely possible in the outer
suburbs te put the line underground. The
time is ripe for an inquiry; nothing but good
would come out of it. I am quite satisfied
that if there is no improvement when the war
conditions are finally over, we shall see rail-
way frains rumning to Fremantle with ten
coaches and about ten passengers in them.
TUndonbtedly, our people are entitled to im-
proved transport facilities. The trams should
be serapped and trolley-buses installed in
their place. Even todny the trolley-buses
from Claremont run to Perth—

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! I point out to
the hon. member that trolley-buses are not
mentioped in the motion.
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Mr. CROSS: Then I will say this: The
train from the Claremont station, with a mile
less to Tun than the trelley-bus from Clare-
mont, occupies five minutes longer in run-
ning time to Perth, That is the truth, and
members can test it for themselves by making
a trip and timing it. That means that we
have to make some alierations; and the
trains must, too. The member for Clare-
mont moved a good motion; cverybody in
the city arca will agree with him. But he
should have included road transport services,
too. I therefore move an amendment—

That a new paragraph be added as fol-
lowa:—

(6) The possibility of a general co-
ordination and improvement in metropoli-
tan passenger transport faeilities.

Point of Ovrder:

Mr. Speaker: I draw the hon. mem-
ber's attention to the fact that the motion
deals only with the Railway Department,
which has nothing to do with metropolitan
transport facilities generally. I understood
him to say that he intended to move to in-
sert something about trams.

Mr. Cross: You ecan inelude trams, too,
if von like.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

the amendment as moved. )
Mr. Cross: On a point of information,

am 1 permitted to include reference to the

tramway service?
Mr. Speaker:
in order.

I cannot accept

Yes, that will be quite

Debate Resumed.

Mr. CROSS: Thenm 1 move an amend-
ment-—

That a new paragraph be added as fol-
lows:—

{6) The general improvement of tram- |

ways and trolleybus passenger faeilities
in the metropolitan area.
On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

MOTION—WOOL.

As to Investigating Mather Plan.

Debate resumed from the 5th September
on the following motion by Mr. Mann—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should investigate and present a re-
port to Parliament on the practieability of
carrying into effect in Western Australia the
plan known as the Mather Wool Plan,

[ASSEMBLY.)

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, J. T. Tonkin—XNorth-East Fremantle)
[9.24] : The member for Beverler requires
an investigation by the State into the prae-
ticability of the plan known as the Mather
Wool Plan for operation in this State. A
little consideration will show that, having re-
gard to the magnitude of the wool clip of
Australia, any plan for implementation in
Western Australia alone would offer very
little ehance of suceess. What is the hou,
member’s reason for moving this motion?
Has he any real belief in the efficacy of the
plan? 1 do not think he has. As a matter
of faet, he was good enough to supplv his
reason when he moved the motion. He
said—

I amn moving this motion for the benefit of

some people in this State who are interested
in obtaining the actual facts.
In other words, he was regarding Parlia.
ment, not as a deliberative assembly, but
ag an information bureau.  The Mather
Wool Plan is contained in “Wool,” a publi-
‘cation by W, H. Mather, whieh is published
in the “Battle for Australia” series, and I
suggest that if the hon. member wants to
obtain the actna) faects about this plan for
his inquirers he should advise them of the
name of this publication, and where it can
he obtained, and that would save a lot of
{ime; because, as he has already stated, his
reason for moving the motion iz to obtain
the actual facts for those inquirers, This
publication ta which I have referred eon-
tains numerous examples of confused ideas
about international trade, a number of un-
supported generalisations, and a large num-
ber of romantic speculations. Let me quote
from page 95 of this publication. The
writer says—

Unprecedented prosperity will reign in Aus-
tralia when all her wool is appraised in coun-
try towns, as well as her livestock, wheat,
fruit, vegetables, poultry and many other pri-
mary prodacts.

A little later he savs that he looks forward
to an inland sea covering 40,000 square
miles and supplying irrigation water for
5,000,000 farms {o enable fodder to be pro-
duced for 60,000,600 head of cattle and
360,000,000 sheep. Now it seems to me that
this book is desizned to appeal fo the emo-
tions of readers rather than to convey a
reasoned argument in support of the een-
tral proposal of the Mather Wool Plan.
What is this proposal? The hon, member
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was not very explicit when introdueing the
subject. It is a proposal to clean and partly
process the Ausiralian woel elip at numer-
ous eentres throughout Australia, before this
wool is shipped oversea, As members know,
most of our wool clip is shipped in the raw
state, for the very obvious reason that that
is the condition in which our customers re-
quire to have it. The Mather Plan asks that
we shall not sell our wool in the raw state,
but that we shall say to our customers over-
sea, “You cannot have raw wool; you must
have partly processed wool. We will do
the processing here, and you can have a
partly finished product afterwards.” That
would be all very well if our eustomers
were prepared to take the wool in that con-
dition; but they have demonstrated very
clearly that they are not,

T wonld say that the disposal of our wool
clip is of prime importance to the Austra-
lian economy, and it is a question that is
receiving a great deal of attention at pre-
sent, The prosperity of the whole country
‘is related fo our ability to obiain profit-
able prices abroad for this commodity, and
anything which affects the industry is a
matter for general concern. The Common-
wealth and State Governments are very
much aflive to the necessily for assisting the
wool industry, and for maintaining its posi-
tion in the face of increasing ecompetition
from synthetic fibre. The war has heen a
zodsend to those engaged in the synthetic
fibre industry. As a result of their re-
searches they have developed a technique
which makes it possibie for them fo put
upon the market a produet which compares
more than faveurably with wool ag to price,
and which very nearly approaches it with
regard to reliability and durability. Much
more money has been spent on research into
synthetie fibres than has been spent on re-
search in connection with the wool industry.

The Government is  fully alive to the
necessity for attempting to eatch up, because
any plan which might result in a loss of
prestige, in wool, would be a bad one for
Australia, For us, at this stage, to say that
we will refuse to sell our wool in the raw
state, but only in the processed state, would
inevitably resnlt in a diminution of the
quantity that we can successfully dispose of,
and might ultimately result in wool heing
retegated to a very secondary position. If
wool were to lose its prestige then that loss

would inevitably exclude all possibility of
our increasing wool manufacture in Austra-
lia. The Secondary Industries Commission,
which has given & lot of thought to this
matter, has recommended the sefting up of
4 wool textile research institute for the pur-
pose of assisting the weol industry to im-
prove production methods -and to enlarge
the market for its produet. Because of the
peculiar set of circumstances obtaining dur-
ing the war Australia was able, very sub-
stantially, to increase the amount of its pro-
cessing activities. We processed half as
much wool again as ever before. o

It is estimated by the Secondary Indus-
iries Commission that each five per cent. of
the wool clip that is processed in Ausiralia
means employment for an additional 9,500
men, so that it is well worth going after.
And, apart from the fact that these addi-
tional men are employed, if we can process
the wool inh Australia we enhanee the value
of the produet that we have to sell. But we
cannot take up a stand-and-deliver attitude
and say, “Henceforth we refnse fo sell our
wool in any state other than a processed
state.” By far the better method is to con-
tinue to dispose of our wool to our custom-
ers and, as opportunity offers, to increase
the amount of processing that we can do in
this country.

Mr. Watts: Would they not accept it
clean scoured?

The MINISTER FQR AGRICULTURE:
No, becanse they prefer to do the scouring
themselves,

Mr, Watts: We are sending oversea 2
Tot of weight, in grease and dirt, that has
1o value,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is admitted, and those who purchase
our wool realise that thev are paying the
freight on that extra weight if it is sent in
that state.

Mr. Leslie: Xo.
That is alloweq for.

Mr. Watts: We are docked for it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, but the freight is taken into considera-
tion in the price that is fixed. It is, there-
fore, as broad as it is long.

Mr. Watts: We pay for it in the end,
The. MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

T suppose if we got down to the final analy-
sis, and if the price were a fixed one and

We pay the freight.
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subject to no variation, we would be paying.
But the price is fixed and has regard for the
fact that the wool is transported in thal
condition. I suppose it is a question of
the point of view. The Commonwealth kas
already recognised that a step to be taken
immediately is to prepare the way for main-
taining the wartime progress, post-war. A
second step is to organise matters so that
incyeased quantities of virgin wool can be
processed in Aunsiralia. The Commonwealth
Government has already demonstrated that
it is fully alive to these two requirements. It
is also well aware of the faet that to achieve
them will not be easy. The wool textile
industry has been established oversea for a
very long time—for generations—and ex-
perience has developed there an enviable
technique in manufaeturing processes.

In addition, the oversea manufacturers
have established markets that will enable
them to maintain the business against eom-
petition from Australia. If we were fo say,
“Henceforth we are going to sell our fin.
ished produet against your product’’
it would, in my opinion, lead to disaster.
By far the betier method is gradually to
build up our manufacturing and processing
side so that we ean extend our markets, not
in open competition with oversea manufae-
turers, but in econjunction with the
business they do. Then as we improve
our processes by efficiency and as the
result of experience, we should be able
to go on extending this additional aetivity.
The Secondary Industries Commission
has recommended to the Commonwealth
Government that the C.8.1.R. shonld deter-
mine the possibilities of extending, as soon
as practicable, the processing and mann-
facture of wool in Australia, for export.
That shows quite clearly that the suhject
is well to the fore and is at present nnder
investigation and receiving consideration.
The Commonwealth’ Government has an-
nounced a comprehensive secheme for assist-
ing the industry and has already brought
down legislation to give effect to that
scheme. Under it money is made available
for research into wool production, wool
processing, and the marketing of wool, This
is to he done on a scale not previously con-
templated.

So I think that the member for Beverley,
who moved this motion, can rest assured
that any plans hrought forward for the
betterment of the indusiry must, under
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that set-up, receive the closest considera-
tion. I go further and say that it is certain
that any practicable scheme which provides
a reasonable possibility for increased em-
ployment within Australia will receive the
most eareful consideration. In these cir-
cumstances any inquiry by the State would
be redundant. In addition, we could not
undertake an inquiry on anything like the
scale provided under the Commonwealth
set-up, I submit that it is not necessary to
pass this motion. When the member for
Beverley was introducing the matter he
made some remarks, that appear to eall
for comment, about meat export. He in-
ferred that sucker lambs, being transported
from the Midlands and from York and
Beverley, were detrimentally affected be-
cause of the transportation, and through
not being slanghtered in those places. That
is an extraordinary statment for the mem-
ber for Beverley to make.

Mr, Watts: Nine out of every ten people
would make it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Beverley is closely asso-
ciated with the industry. Several years ago
the results of controlled cxperiments in this
State were published, and showed that
sucker lambs could be carried in railway
trucks for periods of up to three days with
very little effect on either the carcase,
weight or quality. What makes the matter
all the more surprising is that the lambs
for the purpose of this experiment, were
drawn from Beverley. Investigations were
also carried out in South Australia and
similar conelusions were arrived at as the
result of those experiments.

Mr. Watts: Those experiments must have
heen well controlled.

Mr. Seward: It is the handling that
eounts.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member’s charge was that the
Mather plan suggests that the killing
should be done inland. He supported that
and said that the sucker lambs would be
adversely affected if they were transported.
I informed the Fouse that several vears
aro controlled experiments were carrietl out
for the purpose of aseertaining this very
fact, and it was proved heyond doubt that
the lambs eould be carried in railway iracks
for periods of up to three days without he-
ing adversely affected as to ecarcase, w'rht
and quality.
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Mr. Watts; That was in controlled ex-
periments.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
An uncontrolled experiment would not be
worth anything.

Mr. Leslie: We are concerned with prac-
tical working conditions.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The word ‘‘controlled’’ in this instance in-
dicates that the experiments were carried
out under proper supervision so that the
results would be reliable.

Mr. Seward: Careful handling is the
main thing.

Mr. McLarty: Lambs lose weight very
rapidiy.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The experiments proved that for periods
up to three days they did not, and that is
all we could go on. The section of the
Mather plan dealing with the establishment
of eountry abattoirs suggests that - the
author, Mr. Mather, had very little factual
knowledge of tke subject and, if the hon.
member agrees with me, I suggest that he
should read that section of the report of
the Hural Reconstruetion Commission that
deals with inland killing works, and also
the report of the Geraldton Meat Works
Investigation Committee, which. was pub-
lished in Februoary of this year. If he does
that, I am satisfied he will have an opinion
altogether different from that which he now
holds. In view of the information that I
have made available to the House on this
matter, I submit there is no necessity to
pass the motion that has been moved by
the member for Beverley. I repeat that, as
he gave as his reason for moving the motion
that he was anxious to get the facts for
some people who wanted them, this is not
the way to get them. I therefore intend to
oppose the motion.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [9.43]: The
Minister for Agriculture started his observa-
tions by saying something to the effect that
the member for Beverley had apparently
not read the Mather plan, and recommended
that he should read Mr. Mather’s book
entitled “Wool.” Subsequently he indicated
that it was quite obvious that Mr. Mather
did not know the facts and had very little
factnal information at his disposal, or in his
head, or some such phraseology as that. The
two statements hardly run together. 1In
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heaping coals of fire on the head of the
member for Beverley, for venturing to seek
the facts, the Minister certainly gave me
the impression that they could be obiained
nowhere else, becanse Mr. Mather had not
got them. I know that the member for
Beverley has read the book and I am satis-
fied, from my perusal of i, that the informa-
tion the Minister gave is certainly not dis-
closed therein. I think this is the right
place to get that information—I know of no
better—from atl I have heard this evening,
if one wants information of that character.
To turn back to the motion, I view it with
mixed feelings. To an extent I subscribe to
the viewpoint expressed by the Minister for
Agriculture. I know it will be extremely diffi-
cult to persnade our oversea buyers to take
wool or any other product in the form in
which we ‘desire to give it to them. If they
want jam in bottles it is no use offering it
to them in tins. We cannot get them accns-
tomed to using it in tins if they want some
other form of container.

The Premier: The fact that the agreement
has been reached, since this motion was
launched, gives it a different aspect.

The Speaker resumed the Chair,

Mr. WATTS: If they want wool in the
greasy state, they will have it that way,
irrespective of what we want to do about
it, unless we are in a position to tell them
we do not want their trade, and we are
certainly not in that position. I think this
affords an opportunity to develop a type of
secondary industry in this couniry which
arises naturally out of its primary produe-
tion, and which should be developed. Sup-
posing we pget to work and develop this
secondary industry and say we do not mind
and will take a risk as to whether they buy
our product—we develop our secondary in-
dustry and clean seour the wool, and perhaps
go on to top making. In any event, and
whatever process we develop, can we hope
te do the processing at a figure that wiil
enable us to eompete with our overses com-
petitors in the processed article? I very
mneh question whether we can.

T think we can be assured that our whole
fiscal and eeonomic policy has led us to
a position where our costs of production are
abnormally high for processed artftles of
that character. I believe we would be un-
likely to be able to compete on the oversea:
market, even supposing oversea buyers were
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prepared to take the wool in the form in
which we wished to give it to them, having
processed it ourselves. We are somewhat
in a cleft stick, in my opinion, in this re-
gard. We should not lightly turn down the
idea of processing our primary produets in
our own country, but we have no grarantee
that, if we do process them, we are going
to do better than we are doing at present,
and we might do some damage. Suopposing
they are prepared to accept it, we have cer-
tainly to change some of our ideas and to
endeavour, either by mass production or
some other suitable means, to reduee our
costs, or otherwise we will never get oversea
people to accept our finished produects.

We did not succeed very well with re-
gard to the export of secondary industry
production in pre-war years and I do net
know that we are likely to suceeed in post-
war years, unless we can go further than
we have so far, and I do not know whether
that is praeticable. I understand that the
United States of America put an exiremely
heavy duty on scoured wool, which it did
not want beeause the anthorities there saw
an opportunity to provide additional em-
ployment for their own citizens, as T under-
stand the position, by doing the job them-
selves. Therefore, the Americans were pre-
pared to take our unscoured wool—when-
ever they did take it; and before the war
they did not take very much of it—which
meant that they were to take our wool in a
form that carried with it nseless matter,
which inevitably must be in the wool when
handled in that form.

AMr. Rodoreda: But the wool contained a
lot of useful matter as well.

Mr. WATTS: Granted. I understand that
in Great Britain the position was much the
same. The people there desired to provide
employment for their own citizens by means
of the proeessing work—and they are indeed
proficient in that respect. It would take us
a long time, quite apart from the question of
production costs, to reach the standard
attained in Great Britain; in fact, it might
be for us a bitter experience. In these eir-
cumstanees, I am prepared to state frankly
that there is much justifieation for the point
of view expressed by the Minister for Agri-
eulture with reference to this matter. On
the other hand, I feel that his strictures,
snch as they were, upon the member for
Beverley for moving the motion, were some-
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what unjustified Because, whether the Min-
ister knzows it or not, a great deal of interest
has been attracted to this propositien.

Many local authorities and other respon-
sible bedies have exchanged correspondence
amongst themselves and with members of this
House and of the Commonwealth Parliament
regarding this question. Without a know-
ledge of the facts that have heen referred to
by the Minister this evening, they have un-
doubtedly formed the opinion that there is
little or nothing in the way of carrying out
this proposed plan in Western Australia. 1
myself have advanced to at least two of them
views similar to those I have expressed this
evening, because I confess to somewhat grave
doubts as to the possibilities of the pro-
posal, although T did not go so far as the
Minister went tonight, apparently upon
advice. And 50 the member for Beverley
came to the House with a motion to secure
an investigation of the faets in order that a
report might be made to Parliament to
satisfy what I believe to be a demand not
from a few irresponsible individuals but
from a number of responsible loeal authori-
ties and organisations, correspondence from
a few of whom I could show the Minister if
the necessity arose.

If the member for Beverley were here—-
unfortunately he is not able to be here this
evening—I feel that he would have received
the information from the Minister for Agri-
culture with pleasure. Ile might even have
gone so far as to say that he was satisfied.
I am not in a position to judge what his
opinion would have heen, but at least it is
perfectly clear to me and, I think, upon re-
flection it will be clear to the Minister as
well, that there was certainly nothing wrong,
improper or in the slightest degree unjusti-
fied—

The Minister for Agriculture: I did not
mean that, nor did T suggest it

Mr, WATTS: 1 think the Minister did.
I think the Minister will agree that there was
nothing in the slightest degree improper in
the member for Beverley’s action in moving
the motion. So long as I satisfy the Minister
that it was no irresponsible view to which
the member for Beverley referred but to
reasonable inquirtes which ealled for a con-
sidered answer, which it has received, then
so long am I satisfied. I do not think the
House should dispose of the motion in the
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absence of the member for Beverley, but
that is not a matter within my jurisdiction.
I have expressed my views on the point to
the Minister and I shall leave it in his hands.

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—HARBOURS, DEVELOPMENT
AND CONTROL.

To Inquire by Select Committee,

Debate resnmed from the 5th September
on the following motion by Mr. Styants:—

That, in view of the eongestion and delays
to shipping at Fremantle gnd having in mind
the desirability of utilising and developing the
port of Esperance in the interesta of Goldfields
areas, and other outports in the interests of
their respective loealities, a Select Committes
be appeinted to inquire into and report upon—

{a) The extent to which it is possible to
make fuller nse of the outports of this
State at the present time;

(b) the steps necessary to ensure that all
outports may be fully used in the post-
war period ;

(e) the effect any such steps would have
on the trading community in the towns
from and to which traffic may be
diverfed; .

(d) the ecapacity of the transport system,
both rail and read, to cope with any
steps recommended, and the effect of
any such steps upon the transport sys-
tem, espeeially if zoning is involved,
in connection with freight rates and
other matters affected;

(e) whether the administration of harbours
throughont the State should be con-
centrated under one harbour authority
and to what extent existing legislation
would need to be amended for this
purpose.

MR. HILL (Albany) [9.55]: 1 heartily
support the motion beeause I am eonvinced
that a thorough investigation regarding the
position of the ovtports and the reasons why
they are not more fully nsed, with recom-
mendations for the greater use of those ports,
will he of great advantage to the State as
a whole. The member for Kalgoorlie, when
moving the motion, referred to the fact that
there will be opposition to the proposal.
Admittedly, there will be opposition. No
economic reforms are ever brought ahout
without someone being called upon o make
sacrifices, but it is essential that we consider
what is best for the State as a whole and
not what will favour the pet parochialism of
any particular locality or inferests. Ports
are of exireme importance to Western Aus-
tralia and to any State which depends very
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largely upon transportation and export trade
for their prosperity, and ports represent the
clearing houses for goods between the sea
and the land. On the ports, their efficiency
and location, the whole system of transporta-
tion largely depends.

One of the greatest authorities on transport
and ports of the world—Sir David J. Owen,
formerly the general manager of the Port
of London Authority—very truly said that
Empire trade could be encouraged or vitiated
by the degree of efficiency of its ports. Un-
fortunately, very great igmorance is dis-
played on’'the port question. Some people
seem to think that if we just put out a
jetty into the sea, we have a port. That
is not so, Others again make most ridiculous
statements about ports. When I spoke on a
previous oceasion on this subject, I referred
to the need for developing the port of
Albany. I believe that a few days subse-
quently the member for East Perth stated
in & broadcast that the Albany harbonr was
so fine that it did not need the expenditure
of any money to improve it. I wonder what
the hon. member would think if someone were
made a present of a very fine house, and
the person whe had the home adopted the
attitude that he was not going to spend any
money on furnishing it but was going to build
& shanty and furnish that instead. T think
he would realise that such an attitude was
quite ridiculous.

Another erronepus idea is held by some
people who imagine that we run the Siate
for the benefit of the ports. That idea
is entirely wrong. We need the ports for
the benefit of the State as a whole. Our
primary aim must be to provide the State
with the most economic and efficient trams-
port system possible. Sir David J. Owen
also said that a port in order to be effective
must adapt itself to changing means of trans-
port. I do not think any other member of
this House has had opportunities such as
I have enjoyed to see the changes in the
means of sea transport. I have worked inside
of the mast of a sailing ship; I have been
on the bridge of a 7,000-ton mothership of
the U.S.A. Navy, a ship which was driven
with submarine engines coupled to electrie
generators; I have worked at the bottom of
a coal-hulk; T have been on the bridge of
the battleship H.M.S. “Hood.”

I have a picture here, which T would like
to pass on to you, Mr. Speaker, indicative
of the revolution in the means of transport.
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It shows the development, that has taken
place, starting with the sailing ship and,
in the background, we see a modern steamer.
On land we have seen the bullock wagon re-
placed by the motoriruck and the railway
train. On sea we have seen the sailing ship
replaced by very modern and expensive ves-
sels. Sir David Owen says that a port, to
be effective, must adapt itself to the ehang-
ing means of transport. If it does mot do
s0, the trade will leave if, or if that is not
possible, the result will be a handicapping
of trade by increased cost and delay. Forty
years ago the port of London was on the
down grade because it had not heen kept
up-to-date. The Port of London Authority
was established and, by its sound adminis-
tration, the Port of London was kept ahead
of reqnirements, The result was that, before
the war, the Port of London trade broke
all records.

This State has been divided into four
zones in an attempt to prevent the big port
gobbling up the trade of its small neigh-
bours. The fact of this motion being be-
fore the House is evidence that such a pol-
icy is a failure. In the days of the bullock
wagon and sailing ship, as I have poinfed
out, we needed a large numher of ports,
whereas today we need only a limited num-
her of large properly equipped ports.

Mr. Cross: Then you might as well wipe
out Albany.

Mr. HILL: Such ports are very costly
to provide and maintain. Efficient equip-
ment at the port means that a ship is re-
quired to spend less time in the port. It
increases the eapacity of the port and the
capacity of the labour available; it facili-
tates the earrying eapaeity of the railways,
because it means that railway trucks, in-
stead of mucking about at the port, ean
be unloaded quickly and sent back to their
main job of hauwling produce to the port.
Our trade is seasonal, and this fact makes
efficient ports in Western Australia more
necessary than they are in some other eoun-
tries. All round proper equipment makes
for sound economy. It is also desirable to
utilize a natural harbour wherever possible,
hecause a port, under the best of conditions,
cost< a lot of monev to eonstruet. WWhen
we have to fiaht again«t Nature to provide
a port, we never know where we are going
to <top spending money or what we shall
find ourselves confronted with. For in-
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stanee, in Melbourne, we have 2 man-made
port and the annual dredging main-
tenance costs £100,000, whereas in Sydney,
which is a natural barbour, the annual
dredging maintenance bill is only £3,000.

Each of the States has an entirely dif-
ferent problem. Some people who advo-
cate a series of small ports hold up Queens-
Iand as an example. The position in Queens-
land has been described as seven starved
ports and one ravenous railway. The Min-
ister mentioned Sir George Buchanan. He
recommended the elosing down of five ports
in Quecensland and the coneentrating of
tradé on the other two. New Sonth Wales
has a very fine natura] harbour at Sydney
with ifwo industrial ports, Newcastle and
Port Kembla, and something like 30 other
small ports. If New South Wales had two
other outports, one hetween Brishane and
Sydney and the other between Melbourne
and Sydney, the position in New Sounth

"Wales would be much better.

In Vietoria, we have a small State with
the port of Melbourne almost in the centre.
In South Australia we have a different pro-
position, Conditions there lent themselves
to coastal shipping. When I was in South
Austratia nine years ago, the general man-
ager of the South Australian Harbours
Board referved to the fact that there were
86 ports in that State. I thought at the time
that. it would be very interesting to see how
coastal shipping in South Australia stood
up against motor traffic. When I met the
same gentleman five years ago, he said,
“Motor transport is playing up with our
coastal shipping. I wish we could elose
down at least 60 of our ports, but the
trouble is that if we suggest eutting out an
old jetty, the politicians ask why it should
be eut away when they have had it for 50
vears.” Of course the answer iz obvious;
50 years ago we did not have mofor trans-
port. He indicated Wallaroo, and the centre
of Yorke’s Peninsula, and said that a motor
truck could convey superphosphate from
Wallarco to the centre of Yorke’s Peninsula
for 10s. per ton. ‘“What form of transport
can eompete with that?” he asked.

Tn Western Aupstralia, for our oversea
port, we nced the hest in Australia—the
deepest and best equipped—and T am proud
to say that Fremantle has those qualifica-
tions, This is necessary beeause, when the
large overseas vessels eall here, they gener-
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ally do so in order to top up. At pre-war
values, a vessel might be worth anything
over £600,000, and the earge another
£1,000,000, and every hour of delay to that
ship and its cargo means a heavy loss. Con-
sequently, we want ports able to accommo-
date such ships and so well equipped that
they can receive expeditions despatch.

We have two distinet problems, the prob-
lem of the North-West, which I shall not
touchk upon tonight, and the problem of the
South-West., By the South-West I mean
the territory from 100 miles north of Ger-
aldtpn to 100 miles east of Esperance. That
is the area in which we ean look for closer
settlement to take place. We have four
eanally spaced ports—Esperance, Albany,
Fremantle, and Geraldfon. As regards Es-
perance, the member for Kalgoorlie moved
the motion with the objeet of trying to get
greater use made of that port, I first had
Esperance brought to my notice some 50
years ago. My father used to buy cattle for
an Esperance firm which took them over-
land from Esperance to Norseman, and
many & time as a young boy I saw the cattld
loaded on the boat at Port Adelaide before
being sent to Esperance. Had a railway
been constructed from Esperance to Kal-
goorlie forty or fifty years ago, there would
have been a different tale to tell of that end
of the State.

T am strongly in favour -of seeing whafl
can be done to encourage much greater use
being made of the port of Esperance. I
am confident that, in the vicinity of Esper-
ance, we have land capable of profitable
production, but the development of that
land depends upon the ability of the sottlers
to ship their produce from the port of Es-
perance. In reply to a question asked by
me a year or so ago, I was informed thak
the revenue for the Esperanee Jetty was
£9,563. The expenditure was £7, operating
expenses £375, inferest £2,530, a total of
£2912, leaving a profit of £6,651. That
very fine financial result was due fo the faet
that the main trade of Esperance was in
the oil received for the goldfields. The oil
is charged a wharfage rate of 6s. per ton.
The tanker goes alongside the jetty and the
pumps are coupled up, and the Railway
Department colleets Gs. per ton simply be-
cause the oil is run throwgh pipes on the
Jjetty.
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I cannot see why some of the profits of
the port should not be employed to en-
courage greater use being made of the port.
The member for Kalgoorlie quoted figures
and pointed ont the savings that could be
made in railage by using Esperance as the
port for the Goldfields instead of Fremantle;
but I ean assure him there are many diffi-
culties to be overcome and I sincerely hope
the committee will be appointed so that we
can see a way to do so. As far as Albany
is eoncerned, I fancy members have heard
me deal with it on previous occasions, so 1
will not deal with it now.

Members: Hear, hear!

My, HILL: Geraldton is the port for the
northern end of the State. Here, again, I
think efforts should be made to encourage a
far greater use of that port. At present I
understand there is a harbour rate of 9d.
per ton. The committee, if appointed, might
well go into the question of ascertaining
whether that rate can be eut out. Instead
of penalising the trade that goes to Gerald-
ton, we should encourage far greater use of
that port. There are other ports in the State
and I suggest that the committee should
visit them and aseertain what can be done
to encourage their greater nse for the benefit
of the State as a whole. When introducing
the motion, the member for Kalgoorlie re-
ferred to the expenditure at various ports,
but the figures given by the Commonweslth
Government are entirely misleading. Roughly
speaking, they show the expenditure for the
last 20 years on the ports of Geraldton,
Fremantle, Bunbury and Esperance, but for
the past 95 years on the port of Albany.
Here are the actnal figures as far as I can
ascertain them from the returns:—

Bxpenditure on Ports,

Given by Loan.
Commonwaalih Loan Expeaditure
Government,  Liability. slnce 1924,
2 £ £

Geraldten .. 849,000 1,029,749 794,000
Fremantle .. 1,604,551 3,458,790 1,236,009
Bunbury 326,071 760,335 318,166
Albany 214,142 272,369 131
Esperance .. 76,409 79,076 70,113

*Not including bufk-bandling,

The loan liability for Bunbury, £760,385, in-
cludes the sum of £71,208 for bulk-handling.
The expenditure given by the Commonwealth
Government on Albany, £214,142, includes
every penny spent on the port sinee 1838.
It includes some thousands of pounds spent
on Albany jetty road about 1858, and £3,000
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which was wasted by the Publie Works
Department in front of my home at the
Kaigan River, 16 miles from Albany. I
have quoted these figures in order te cor-
Yeet those mentioned by the hon. member.
Therc is another matter I wish to refer to.

The Minister for Lands: I think you have
got us convinced.

Mr. HILL: I was caught on the hop to-
night. A few months ago, a professor of
our University, Dr. . Gentilli, an econo-
mie geographer, wrote an article entitled
‘*Regional Planning.”” In this article he
suggested no fewer than 10 ports for West-
ern Australia.  Now, there is another
economic geographer whom I have met, Dr.
(1. L. Wood, who is a memher of the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission. Dr. Gen-
tilli recommended 10 ports in Western Aus-
tralia. Now listen to what the Common-
wealth Grants Commission has to say in its
Eighth Report (1941), paragraph 178—

Iarboura.—The expenditure out of loan
funds on onter harbours in Western Anstralia
ig large and it does not appear to us that a
suflicient attempt is made to get an adequate
return from the users in the districts served.
If the trafic will not stand the cost, there
is no reasen for cxpenditnre on harbours unm-
less it is cssential for the industry of the
distriet, in which case the industry should be
charged through a special rate, This policy
has been tried in other parts of Ausfralia,
and insistence upon it has on occasions led
the people of a district to decide that the ex-
penditure on a harbour was not really neces-
sary for their interests. A muitiplication of
harbours is uneconomice, It is true that in
Western Australia the port of Fremantle re-
turns a large profit, but this does not make
up for the losses on the other ports, In any
case the profit of Fremantle is no excuse for
an unscientific and unco-ordinated policy of
harbour development. A large expenditure
has been madce on the Bunbury Harbour,
which is only about 100 miles from ‘Perth,
and it is doubtful whether it has succeeded
in overcoming the disadvantages of the port.
There we have the opinions of two economic
geographers. It will be seen that the com-
mittee, if appointed, will have n very inter-
esting job to find out which expert is cor-
rect. Personally, T am of the opinion that,
in order to make Dr. Gentilli's proposal an
accomplished fact, it would be necessary
to arrange for another San Francisco con-
fercnee and to prohibit the construction of
ships over perhaps 3,000 tons. The mover
also referred to the need for an investiga-
tion into harbour administration. Last
vear T brought forward a motion for a
S[tote harbours board. Tt was carried. T
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understand that since then the Goveinment
has had a ecommittee investigating the ques-
tion. The committee, I helieve, consisted of
Mr. Keith Forsyth, of the Harbour and
Lights Department, as ehairman, and Mr.
Hood and Mr. Dumas. I knew Mvr. Forsyth
as a boy and I also knew his father very
well. I have no doubt he is a very fine man.

As for Mr. Dumas and Mr. Hood, we are
fortunate in having two such able men in
our Civil Serviee, but none of those gentle-
men in my opinion is competent to go fully
into the questien of the harbour adminis-
tration which we need in this State. T am
strongly opposed, from what I have seen
at Albany, to the railways administering a
port. My mind goes back 40 years, when
the deep-water jetty at Albany was known
as the death trap. In faet, the White Star
liners referred to Albany as a cemetery.
There was bhardly a White Star liner that
called at Albany withont leaving somebody
behind.  On several oceasions my father
was on the jury in eonneetion with some
drowning case or killing accident on the
Jetty, and he said to me, “*If T am on an-
ather jury I will not be satisfied with any-
thing less than a verdict of manslaughter
against the Commissioner of Railways.”’

At the present time, the Railway Depart-
ment has allowed the town jetty at Albany
simply to fall o pieces. Just now two
submarines are tied up alongside it. The
lighting of the jetty is dangerous and I
would not be surprised if another aeeident
oceurred there. I was talking to one of the
railway men, who told me that the depart-
ment’s reeords for years past showed that
the existing accommodation at the jetty
was sufficient for all the trade. That is a
wrong attitude to adopt. What we have to
do is to provide for our ports for the fut-
ure, and not eoncern ourselves with the
past. I sincerely hope that the Govern-
ment will agree to the motion and that the
ecommittee will be appointed. The commit-
tee should proceed on its duties in a free
an¢d unbiased way. I have studied port
questions.  In one way I suppose I am
unique, beeanse I have had my own port
attached to my fruit shed. YWhen I elosed
down that port it was handling more pro-
duce than some of the South Australian
outports. My treubles never start until T
get my produce at the port. We have a
wonderful State. T am very proud of
Western Ausfralia, and I want to see it
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come inte its own. I do not want to see
it grow with half the population within ten
miles of the PPerth G.P.0. I hope that the
committee, when appointed, will be able to
get on with the job and that the result will
be the laying down of a sound port poliey
for the State, a policy on which we can
build up a very sound future,

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) [10.22]: I
intend to support the motion. A bumber
of the harbours of this State have been
referred to very clearly by the member for
Kalgoorlie and the member for Albany, but
some of the harbours in which I am inter-
ested have not been mentioned to any great
extent. The harbeurs that chiefly suit the
Sussex electorate are Busselton, Bunbury
and Flinders Bay. Flinders Bay is a har-
hour that will compare favourably with
any other harbour. Members may' recall
that some years ago I showed photographs
in this House to the then Minister for
Works, the member for Mt, Hawthorn, in-
dieating the position in years gone hy when
the mills were in full swing in the Karri-
dale area. At that time there were seven
trading vessels at Flinders Bay, five load-
ing at the jetty and two standing off in the
havbour. There is 43ft. of water at a very
shert distance from the shore, a matter
of a couple of chains. It is perfectly safe.
Sailing boats used to load eargoes all the
vear round, and there was never any loss
or damage oceasioned in respect of any
hoat throughout the years. I hope that the
Scleet Committee, if appointed, will give
consideration to the harbours of the South-
West, and particularly to those I have men-
tioned.

Details were given by the member fov
Kalgoorlie of the money that had been
spent on the principal harbours; hut in
Busselton only a very small ameount of
money was so expended. I think the har-
honr was dredged in 1911, and the fisher-
men who travel over that part where the
dredging took place tell me that they can
still see where it was done.
io a cortain extent; but the dredging was
curried out 34 years ago, and the marks of
the dredges can still be seen. Only a few
thousand pounds was spent on the harbour
and nothing has been spent sinee, except for
slight improvements oceasionally by way of
vencwal of a pile or two or something of
that sort. If the Government agrees to the
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appointment of a Select Commitiee, which
T hope it will, the committee will be able to
investigate not only the harbours mentioned
by the member for Kalgoorlic and the mem-
her for Albany, but also other harbours
which T feel sure could prove very bene-
fieial to that part of the State in which I
am intercsted. A good deal of the timber
which will be preduced in the lower South-
West area could be shipped from Flinders
Bay with a very short railage. That timber
ntherwise would have to be hauled into Bus-
selton or Bunbury. Neither of those ports
can fill any large ship; the vessel would
have to go to Fremantle to top up. I feel
sure that if Flinders Bay were improved,
even the larger ships could be fully loaded
and a pood deal of extra * handling and
travelling by the ships concerned could be
avoided. T hope the Government will agree
to the motion,

Question put and passed; the motion

agreed to.

Select Commitice appointed.

On motion by Mr. Styants, a Seleet Com-
mittee appointed eonsisting of Messrs, Hill,
Triat, Hoar, Willmott and the mover, with
power to eall for persons and papers, and
to sit on days over which the House stands
adjourned; to report on the 31st October,

House adjourned at 10.27 p.m.

Piegislative Tmmeil.

Thursday, 20th September, 1945.
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